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T

he year – 1959… the dawn of a new phase in the history of
the nation. This was the year when the seeds for one of the
nation's Maharatnas were sowed. It brought into existence
Hindustan Steel Limited (HSL), infusing shape to Pandit Nehru's
grand vision of an industrially self-reliant India.
Kautilya, in his 4th-century treatise, Arthashastra, stated that the
resources responsible for the creation of wealth – mining,
metallurgy, minting, weaponry, fishing, salt making, ferrying,
forestry, to name a few – were the sole property of the State. This
concept of State ownership and control of productive enterprises
was given a tangible shape by India's first Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. His belief that economic development of the
newly independent nation was the Government's responsibility
laid the foundation for the public sector in India.
The basic material needed for infrastructure building and
industrialization is steel. So setting up steel plants in the public
sector was the first step towards nation building. Thus was born
HSL – to give steel to the nation. The beginnings were humble –
three 1-million tonne steel plants being set up each at Rourkela,
Bhilai and Durgapur. HSL took wing and soared… reincarnating in
1973 as Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL).
HSL lived up to its promise and contributed significantly to the
development of infrastructure in India, providing tremendous
impetus to key sectors such as defence, railways, construction,
roads, energy and power, among others. Today, products of SAIL
find application even in high-end mega infrastructure projects,
satellite launch vehicles, aircraft carriers and nuclear research.
SAIL steel has entered every home, touched every life. After all,
there is a little bit of SAIL in everybody's life.
SAIL has worked tirelessly to generate economic development,
innovative steel solutions and employment, with social uplift and
welfare at the core of its values – not just for its employees, but for
the community at large. It is no wonder that one of SAIL's credos
upholds the belief of making a meaningful difference in people's
lives. The company's townships boast of impressive infrastructure,
including hospitals, schools and sports academies that are models
of excellence in their respective areas. The focus is always on
providing succour and sustenance to the local and tribal populace
and to nurture and groom talent to national and international
levels.

Panoramic view of Durgapur Steel Plant during its inception phase
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Culture is the essence of our nation and gives it its unique identity.
SAIL has been instrumental in popularizing and promoting ethnic
Indian arts and crafts, artistes and cultural activities. Preserving
our country's vast cultural heritage is one of the cornerstones of
SAIL's social initiatives. SAIL not only continues to discharge its
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responsibilities as a socially responsible citizen, its efforts in this
direction have received wide recognition and high honours.
For SAIL, the horizon is ever-expanding. It is forever looking
towards the future, anticipating the needs of the nation and
fulfilling them. Towards this end SAIL has embarked on a
mammoth expansion and modernization programme. The
thrust is on adopting cleaner, greener state-of-the-art
technologies in all the new facilities that are coming up.
The story of SAIL is one of determination and hard work, steered
by visionaries who had the foresight to break new ground. They
ventured into uncharted territories with a goal in view and
achieved it to its full potential. The pride of SAIL lies in its
townships – Bhilai, Bokaro, Durgapur, Rourkela, Burnpur,
Salem... – once sleepy pastoral villages, converted today into
throbbing, pulsating cosmopolitan urban centres. Each of these
cities has its own history, a unique charm and an identity of its
own. Yet there is an underlying thread of steel that binds them all
together in one cohesive unit.
This publication strings together the story of the evolution of
these steel townships and the unsung men and women of steel
who people them. Together they have given India its steel
backbone.

August 18, 1989: Visvesvarya Iron & Steel Limited becomes a
SAIL subsidiary

February 3, 1959: President Rajendra Prasad delivering his address
at the inauguration of Blast Furnace #1 at Rourkela Steel Plant

December 26, 1959: President Rajendra Prasad after inaugurating
Blast Furnace # 1 at Durgapur Steel Plant

June 6, 1955: Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Pt Ravi Shankar Shukla
pouring over project drawings of Bhilai Steel Plant with Mr SN
Mehta, General Manager, and Mr Lobotsky, Deputy Chief Engineer

October 3, 1972: Blast Furnace # 1 of Bokaro Steel Plant
was inaugurated by Prime Minister Smt Indira Gandhi

February 4, 1959: Dr Rajendra Prasad
commissioning Bhilai's first blast furnace

February 4, 1962: Union Home Minister
Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri watching
Bhilai's steel - making process

Birds in Flight – a monument in steel by Jatin Das
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Glimpses from the past...
Construction work of Bokaro Steel Plant in progress

January 23, 1985: Minister for Steel, Mines & Coal Sri Vasant Sathe
announcing the modernisation plan for Durgapur Steel Plant

February 18, 1961: Pandit Nehru on the occasion of
commissioning of Section Mill at Durgapur Steel Plant

January 5, 1981: Union Minister for Commerce, Steel & Mines Sri Pranab
Mukherjee visits Bokaro Steel Plant

February 1961: Queen Elizabeth with Mr PC Niyogi, then
General Manager, during her visit to Durgapur Steel Plant
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1965: A view of the construction site of Bloom Cast Mill at Alloy
Steels Plant, Durgapur

“Yet all experience is an arch wherethro'
Gleams that untravell'd world whose margin fades
For ever and for ever when I move.
How dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnish'd, not to shine in use!”
- Alfred Lord Tennyson
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and the present...
Good health at BPL Hospital

“I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep. ”
- Robert Frost

Carrying the torch, Narayanpur Games

Together we stand

Books for everyone

Spreading smiles in a fun world
Quenching thirst
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Bhilai
an ethnic city
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hilai may not be the capital city, but when fire erupts in
some part of Raipur, which is, fire tenders are rushed from
there. This alone says a lot about the kind of infrastructure
the Steel City posesses. In terms of population, Bhilai is the thirdlargest city in the state of Chhattisgarh, but in terms of facilities and
amenities, it would rank as number one!
Bhilai is as old as the iron & steel industry in the public sector in
India, and so large that it has come to be called the “Pulsating
Giant”. It has almost become synonymous with steel in India. The
journey for Bhilai began way back in 1948 with the first
comprehensive statement on the Industrial Policy of the
Government being tabled in Parliament on April 6th that year. It
pledged direct participation of the government in key sectors like
iron & steel, since the massive investments needed for creating
additional steel capacity would have been tough on the private
sector. The great visionary that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was could
sense the cardinal role steel would play in the rapid economic
advancement of the country. Soon after taking command, he set
about the task of infrastructure development that he rightly called
the “Pilgrims of Modern India”.With this outlook, search for a
suitable site for the steel plant was initiated in different states,
including West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and what were known at the
time as the Central Provinces. The search for such a location in the
Central Provinces was carried out by Arthur G. McKnee & Sons,
USA. They considered three different sites – Tilda in Raipur, Behla
in Bilaspur and Tandula in Durg – but found them all unsuitable for
the purpose. Thus, a fourth site was explored – Bhilai, a part of the
Chhattisgarh region.
The location was a hamlet near Durg city, replete with what could
be described as scrub at best, along with duck ponds and paddy
fields. It consisted of a few typical mud houses with thatched roofs.
It lay on either side of the Tandula canal, near the crossing of the
Bombay-Howrah main rail track of South Eastern Railway and
could boast a railway station. It being an agrarian belt, labor was
readily available for erection of the steel plant. Besides, the location
was within the watershed of the Sheonath and Kharun rivers,
ensuring availability of water for the project. All these factors made
it a preferred site for the proposed steel plant. A recommendation
to this effect was given in favor of Bhilai by the consultants to the
Government of India in 1948. However, things could not move
ahead for the next two years because of pressing national problems.

Industrial Wheel Monument made of steel
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While the Government was exploring the possibility of foreign
assistance with West Germany and the United Kingdom, the
Government of the USSR came forward with its intention to set up a
steel plant in India. Thus, a formal invitation was sent to them by
the Production Committee of the Union Cabinet to send a team

Bhilai I Page 15

of specialists to investigate the possibilities. Acting on this
invitation, the Soviet team visited India in November 1954 and
submitted its preliminary report on January 13th, 1955, which
the Government of India approved just two weeks later. The
two governments entered into an agreement on February 2nd
of the same year to establish an integrated iron & steel works,
with an initial capacity of one million tonnes of ingot steel.
During its visit to India, the Soviet team examined the Bhilai site
again and had elaborate discussions with Indian experts on
matters pertaining to the availability of raw material, water,
power and other facilities. It observed that iron ore was readily
available at Dalli-Rajhara, 90 kilometers from the proposed site.
Limestone too could be found at Deorjhar, just 22 kilometers
away. However, coking coal had to be obtained from Jharia or
Raniganj, which were almost 740 kilometers away. With regard
to water supply, it was felt that the Tandula canal, which ran
through the site, could be conveniently diverted for feeding the
steel plant. Furthermore, Tandula, Gondali and Kharkara
reservoirs could supply the necessary water into the Tandula
canal system. Rail and road links were also found to be
sufficient. The neighboring cities of Durg and Raipur were at a
distance of merely 14 and 23 kilometers, respectively. Taking all
these factors into account, the Soviet experts also recommended
Bhilai as the most suitable location for setting up the steel plant.
In the meantime, the Central Provinces had been reorganized
and the state of Madhya Pradesh carved out. As Chhattisgarh
was now part of Madhya Pradesh, the state government was
approached for the acquisition of land. Since the construction of
the steel plant and development of the township were to be
undertaken simultaneously, consolidated proposals for the
acquisition of the land were made for the township as well as
the steel plant. In addition to the above, proposals for land
acquisition with regard to the various mines and quarries were
taken up separately.
The then Chief Minister Sri Ravi Shankar Shukla was highly
supportive of the concerted activities at the site. The state
government identified 63 villages in Durg district, under
Section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, as likely to be
required for the Bhilai Steel Project including the steel
township. However, in the first instance 14,000 acres were
acquired. The original estimates were framed on the basis of a
production target of 1 million tonnes of steel and 7,500 houses
for the employee population. It was subsequently assessed that
for the increased initial target of 1.3 million tonnes a minimum
of 10,000 houses were necessary. Current and changing
provincial Land Tenancy Acts also indicated that it would be
economical and safe to take immediate action to acquire all the
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land that would eventually be required for the optimum
production target of 2.5 million tonnes and an additional 10,000
houses.
A total requirement of 30,775 acres of land was estimated. It also
accounted for the location of certain industries such as
fabricating shops and the like that would be natural offshoots of
the steel works. While acquiring the land, it was kept in mind
that as far as practicable whole villages should be taken so that
the displaced residents were not left with fragmented holdings.
This land thus acquired consisted of the villages of Amdi,
Ruabandha, Risali, Borsi, Dhanora and Khursipar. The total
sanction for the acquisition of the land for the steel plant and
township was 26,008.55 acres.
The initial organization of the work revolved around the
creation of basic infrastructure. The construction of a weir
across the river Seonath and enhancement of the water supply
were a priority in order to meet the basic water requirements.
Similarly, residential accommodation had to be provided for
the foreign and Indian engineers who were to take up their
positions. Thus, Bhilai House, with 80 dwelling units, was
constructed at Durg within four months of the arrival of the first
team. Subsequently, 70 more units were added to it. Labor
camps also sprang up in the vicinity. To house the seniors and
other engineers and staff, 32 bungalows were constructed in
due course at Ambibhatta, followed by sectors 1 and 10. All
these had the bare minimum of amenities, but the zest was such
that people could overcome hardships and the work continued
day and night.
The National Highway, the only arterial road, was unable to
cope with the large volume of traffic and so another road
between the plant site and Durg was laid. Power was initially
made available by the Madhya Pradesh Electricity Board, but
soon a 6 MW diesel station was set up. The first offices were
established in the garages of Bhilai House, but these were
eventually shifted to the plant site, where temporary office
buildings had been constructed. In all, about 5,000 square
meters of covered area was constructed for an administrative
office and another 20,000 square meters utilized at various
places for site offices. With offices and residential units taken
care of, space for storage had to be created. For storing the
equipment, refectories, general stores, oil & lubricants, and
spare parts, a total covered area of 41,000 square meters was
provided. This was in addition to open storage space
measuring 16,000 square meters.
In addition to Bhilai House, a hostel was constructed to
accommodate apprentices. Also, the Bhilai Hotel was built to

Nataraj cast in cement and steel
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Clockwise from top left : A Photo Exhibition at the Nehru Art Gallery; Fire Fighting Drill; BTI Central Library; Birds in Flight - a monument in steel by Jatin Das; Tiger in Maitri Bagh
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house visiting experts. Soon, labor camps and quarters of
different types for various categories of staff were in place. About
57 kilometers of service roads were also constructed. A 100-line
telephone exchange was established, which was subsequently
expanded to 200 lines. The Durg WaterWorks was taken over by
the Bhilai Steel Plant to supply water to the plant and the
township. Pipes were laid to the labor camps to supply water free
to the workers. Arrangements were made for the augmentation
of the water supply through the construction of reservoirs at the
plant site and the main supply of feed water from the Tandula
canal system. In addition, off-site facilities including the railway
marshaling yard and feeder roads and railway lines between the
sources of raw material and the plant site were created.
The organization of construction work was crucial to the
accomplishment of the task according to schedule. The IndoSoviet agreement for the setting up of the integrated iron & steel
works at Bhilai outlined the responsibilities between the two
sides in unambiguous terms. While the Soviets were the main
consultants and advisors on all matters concerning technology,
the Indian authorities were totally responsible for accomplishing
the construction works. They were also responsible for the
completion of the township, transport and other infrastructure.
Town planning was entrusted to the Consulting Architects M/s
D.S. Bajpai of Bombay. Bhilai Township was laid out in a gridiron pattern with three main arterial roads along with subarterial roads dividing the whole township into 10 sectors and a
hospital sector. A small shopping center was provided for each
sector. There was also a main shopping center at the Civic Center,
which had been created to cope with future requirements.
Construction of the township was started, keeping in view the
minimum demands of the various types of quarters required for
the officers and the workers of the plant. Houses were also
provided for the work-charged staff of the Construction
Department. At the one-million-tonne stage, the requirement for
houses was calculated on the basis of the minimum operational
staff to be employed in the plant, with expansion thereafter to be
carried out as and when required. No fixed time schedule for the
construction of houses in the township was made at that stage,
but the progress of construction was commensurate with the
requirement for accommodation of the operational staff. The
sanction at the one-million-tonne stage was 7,500 permanent
houses for the staff, besides 6 directors' bungalows and 41 nurses'
quarters.
When Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited Bhilai in December 1957,
he was much impressed by the progress made at the site. He
observed: “Today I spent some hours in going round the Bhilai
project area and seeing what had already been done and how this
great work was progressing. To record my impressions of this
visit is not easy, for Bhilai is one of those places which have
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A garden inside Bhilai Steel Plant
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become embedded in the national consciousness as significant
symbols of a new age in India. Long before one comes to Bhilai, one
is forcefully conscious of it. Still, the impact of a visit and of personal
acquaintance with its manifold activities is great, and what was
once a dream begins to take shape and come true – a symbol and a
portent of India of the future.”

boundary of the township. Sewage is pumped across the South
Eastern Railway line through a channel of IRS pipes below the
railway track. A gravity sewer line conveys the sewage to a second
lift pumping station about 1.5 kilometers from the sewage
treatment plant. The lift pumping stations were needed because
the terrain is flat. The sewage from the second lift pumping station
is pumped to the treatment plant through two pipelines, each 2.9
kilometers in length. The sewage is treated in stabilization ponds,
10.1 hectares in area and 0.91 meters deep. The stabilization ponds
are economical and efficient in operation. SW pipes varying from
4 inches to 12 inches in size and RCC pipes varying from 9 inches
to 45 inches have been used for lateral collector and main sewer
lines. The total length of the system works out to 114 kilometers.
Treated effluent is used for irrigating crops all year round. A wellequipped laboratory and quarters for essential staff are provided
at the sewage treatment works. The completion cost of the
sewerage system, including the sewage treatment plant of Bhilai
Township, completed under the one-million-tonne plant stage,
works out at Rs. 4.6 million.

With all things set and in place by January 1959, it was time for the
formal launch of operations. The inauguration of iron production
was planned for 2nd February the same year, with the President of
India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, to attend the ceremony. He did come,
but two days later. Although technically Bhilai was geared up to go
on stream first among the public-sector steel plants, protocol at
New Delhi thought otherwise. It was decided that by virtue of its
earlier inception, Rourkela should be given precedence. Thus, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad went to Bhilai on February 4th, 1959, after
dedicating the Rourkela Steel Plant to the nation a day earlier.
When the President finally stood on the specially erected dais to
inaugurate the steel works, it must have been a momentous
occasion for Bhilai. As soon as he ceremoniously pressed the
button, a cascade of hot metal gushed down the furnace. It was a
joyous occasion that turned many a person poetic. Sri Janak Oza
recounts thus: “Lo! The Blast Furnace is alight/Pouring molten
iron/Oh! What delight!” For Sri K.K. Nayar, it was hard to contain
tears. Several years later he wrote: “Ultimately, when the blast
furnace gave its birth of liquid gold, I found Mr. P.P. Dani standing
by my side. He was weeping like a child! I knew I was weeping too.
He ran to me and we embraced each other and both of us wept out
our excitement like children! Those few seconds I have always
cherished as the most exciting moments of my life.”
From a sleepy village with merely a few hundred houses in the
1950s, Bhilai was transformed into a blooming township with a
population of over 5 lakh. It has since overtaken Durg, and is now
third only to Raipur and Bilaspur in the state of Chhattisgarh. The
township stretches from the steel plant in the south to the HowrahMumbai rail line in the north. Sector 1 is the furthest inhabited area
on its eastern fringe nearer to the plant, while Bhilai House near
Durg forms its western boundary. The township is in the form of a
triangle with its base running parallel to the Howrah-Mumbai main
line. Six Tree Avenue, Central Avenue and Forest Avenue run
parallel to this line. The residential sectors are located along Central
Avenue with sectors 9, 10, 5, 4 and 3 falling to its south and sectors 8,
7, 6, 2 and 1 located to its north. Initially, the Russian experts were
housed at Bhilai House and later at Bhilai Hotel. Subsequently, a
separate housing complex was created for them in Sector 8 with 154
dwelling units.
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In each of the sectors, several types of houses were built to infuse
variety in the type-mix and avoid stratification into classes. Still,
this practice could not be followed while developing sectors 5 to
8. In addition to those houses that form part of the township, one
can notice two camp areas located to the north of NH-6, leading
to the Nandini Mines. These camps were intended for housing
the labor.
Bhilai Steel Township has many parks, of which Maitri Bagh is
the most famous. Maitri Bagh, meaning 'Park of Friendship', is
symbolic of the Indo-Soviet friendship and was inaugurated on
January 26th, 1961. The park was developed around the
Maronda tank and serves as a recreation center for the people of
Bhilai. It houses a zoo that has a remarkable assemblage of
species and attracts almost 5 lakh visitors annually. It also has a
children's corner and a boating lake. A flower show is organized
there every year in February. Another open-air attraction named
the Jubilee Park has been developed in Sector 6. This park has
been creatively planned and developed along the natural
contours of the land. These parks are obviously in addition to the
green and open spaces provided in every sector.

A separate provision has been made for the horticultural and
forestry works in the township. This includes forestry works
along the G.E. Road and along Forest Avenue as well as the
planting of trees on the main avenues, streets, cross streets and
parks in the township. A nursery of about 40 acres has been
developed to cater to the gardening needs of the township.
Each of the residential sectors has been provided with its own
mini-market to meet the daily needs of its residents. Besides,
there is a Civic Center with a shopping complex, where people
can look for elite brands. The Civic Center is located between
sectors 5 and 10 and faces the Bhilai Hotel. Several cooperatives
have also been set up to cater to the demands of the local
consumers, with Bhilai Wholesale Consumer Cooperative
Stores warranting special mention. It is the hub of the public
distribution system and also runs a supermarket. A milk dairy
with facilities for pasteurization has been established in sector 6.
It supplies items ranging from toned milk to ghee.
The township is provided with a good sewerage system,
wherein sewage is conveyed through a system of lateral and
collector sewer lines to a lift pumping station near the northern

The township enjoys the benefit of an efficient natural drainage
system. The storm drainage system was developed in the year
1959-60, taking maximum advantage of the natural topography
by re-grading and re-aligning the natural watercourses running
throughout the township. Necessary side drains to the main and
arterial roads of the township were also provided, facilitating
collection and discharge of rainwater into the watercourse. So far
the township has not experienced any serious problem posed by
accumulation and stagnation of rainwater. The expenditure
incurred on providing storm drainage to the township amounts to
Rs. 0.79 million.
Education has been a primary concern for the authorities at Bhilai
Steel Plant (BSP). The first school for children was started on
August 15th, 1957 in the Bhilai Technical Institute and had a total
strength of 327 students. By early 1959, three primary and high
schools had been built. Other schools were set up at the Rajhara
Mines, and subsequently at the Nandini Mines. At one point,
Bhilai Steel Plant was running as many as 65 schools – at that time
the largest number of schools runs by any single organization in
Asia. Even today, 42 schools are being run by BSP, of which 24
follow the CBSE curriculum and the rest the Chhattisgarh Board
pattern. The BSP-run schools are also open to the non-BSP
populace falling within the catchment area. As many as 10,000
students from non-BSP families benefit from these schools. This
number amounts to about 38 per cent of the total number of
students, which fully demonstrates the faith of people at large in
BSP's educational setup. And why not? As many as 327 students
from these schools succeeded in donning the colors of IIT, AFMC,
and other top institutions of higher learning in 2009!
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Rail Chowk depicting rails encircling the globe. The total length of rails produced by Bhilai so far, if placed one after another, would encircle the globe nine and a half times.

If Bhilai Tamil Manram brought in such celebrities as Hema
Malini, Padma Subramaniyam, Balamurali, Maharajpuram
Santhanam or Sheikh Chunna Moulana from the south, the
advent of Lalit Kala Kendra, founded in 1958, was instrumental
in hosting some of the legendary personalities like S.
Subbulakshmi, Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, Halim Zaffar Khan and
Damayanti Joshi. In February 1968 an All India Music
Conference was organized at the Nehru House of Culture in
which great artistes like Bhimsen Joshi, Vilayat Khan and
Budhaditya Mukherjee enthralled the audience with their
exemplary performances. The second All India Music
Conference was organized in 1982, in which Parveen Sultana,
Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Amjad Ali Khan, Pandit Jasraj and Ustad
Rayees Khan participated.

In view of the large Russian population at that time, a Russian
school was started in 1959. This school had four classes and 170
students. It may be recalled that until that time India had had
exposure to various languages like English, French, Portuguese
and Dutch, but had no encounter whatsoever with Russian.
Bhilai became a pioneering place where Russian came into
practice. Many of the Indian technocrats went to the USSR for
training and had to learn Russian. Some of them came back with
Russian wives. All this paved the way for the Indo-Soviet culture
to flourish. It must have been a delightful moment for the visiting
Russian Premier N.S. Khrushchev in 1960, when he was
presented with a cultural program prepared by the Indian and
Russian children of Bhilai in his honor.
Hosting of a cultural program in honor of a guest has been a
practice followed from BSP's early days. When Pandit Nehru
visited in 1955, accompanied by his grandson Rajiv and the
Burmese Prime Minister U. Nu, a short cultural program
depicting the panorama of the industrial transformation of the
Chhattisgarh region was presented before them over lunch at the
Bhilai House. Similarly, when the President of India came for the
plant's inauguration, a cultural program was specially staged for
him by the students of the local Khairagarh University. An
impressive exhibition entitled Bharat Darshan was also opened
by the First Citizen of India on this occasion.

In spite of all this, discontent was simmering at the local level.
The Chhattisgarh Bhatra Sangh was formed to give voice to this
discontent. The need for an overhaul of the Chhattisgarhi
culture was underlined and it was felt that local talents should
be brought to light rather than giving platform to alreadyrecognized talents. As a result, Bhilai Marai came into being. The
Bhilai Marai was meant to be an answer to the All India Music
Conference and envisaged giving impetus to the vernacular art
and culture. The legendary Pandavani singer Padma Bhushan
Smt. Teejan Bai is a product of this Bhilai Marai. Dev Das Banjare
is another artiste of international repute who came into
prominence from this very stage.

In observing the cultural contours of Bhilai, it would be apparent
that while there are distinct groups that cherish their cultural
heritage – be it language or social customs – there is to be found a
unity in diversity. In this sense Bhilai is truly a microcosm of
India, capable of presenting the different facets of 'Bharat
darshan' on its own. Social-cultural organizations like the
Andhra Sahitya Samiti, Anzuman-e-Adab, Bhilai Malyala
Grandhasala, Bhilai Nagar Kali Bari, Ayyappa Seva Sangham,
Bhilai Tamil Manram, Kanda Sangha and Milan Sangha cater to
the aspirations and needs of various ethnic groups. Similarly,
confluence cultures of India and the USSR at Bhilai resulted in the
formation of the Indo-Soviet Cultural Forum.
The Lord Ayyappa Temple erected by the Ayyappa Seva
Sangham is modeled after the famous shrine at Sabarimala in
Kerala. The Siddhi Vinayaka or the Ganesh Temple, founded by
the Tamil Manram is another beautiful temple complex. It houses
the shrines of Lord Rama, Kartikeya, Mahaveer and Mahadev.
Apart from giving the people places of worship, these
organizations have also been active in the field of culture,
literature and education. Ayyappa Seva Sangham, Bhilai Malyala
Grandhasala and Milan Sangha all run schools in various parts of
the Steel Township. Some of these organizations also have wellstocked libraries.
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Smt. Teejan Bai recalls: “It was the year 1956 and I was merely 13
when I was bestowed with the opportunity to perform at the
Marai. It so happened that I was participating at a panchayat
function, when some people came to invite me to perform at the
Bhilai Marai. Since I had commitments to the panchayat, I asked
them to get in touch with the village head. If he agreed, I had no
objection to going along with them. So, the visitors from Bhilai
Steel Plant talked to the village head and he willingly let me go.
In fact, he said that the offer was not to be missed, but he asked
me to return as soon as my performance at the Bhilai Marai was
over.”

Supporting the Nation’s march : Narayanpur Games

Nostalgically as she adds, “Had he not let me go, I would have
missed the chance of my lifetime.” She continues, “Besides me,
there were many other artistes who had been called here. I
remember, I was asked to perform even before my turn came,
just after a famous artiste. I thought that I was given preference
and now I could go to the panchayat function early. It was much
later that I realized that the scheduled performers had let their
turn go as they feared being upstaged by the earlier
performance. Anyway, I went ahead and rendered the Keechak
Vadh. The sound of applause at the end of my performance was
such that it seemed like the thundering of the clouds.” She has
been a cultural ambassador for SAIL ever since.
Bhilai I Page 27

Leadership that speaks – A large-size replica of the Prime Minister’s Trophy for Best Integrated Steel Plant in the Country that Bhilai Steel Plant has won ten times of the 17 times it has been awarded so far.

Although Teejan Bai can be hailed as the Pride of Chhattisgarh,
Devdas Banjare, Mahasingh Chandrakar and Ramchandra
Deshmukh are some of the other key figures who have brought
laurels to the Chhattisgarhi culture. The Marai continues today in the
form of Lok Kala Mahotsava, which has been held every year for the
past 33 years. The popularity of the folk tradition has
overwhelmingly surpassed the classical trend of the All India Music
Conference. Artistes from all over the region are encouraged to
participate in the Lok Kala Mahotsava. Their travel, boarding and
lodging expenses are met by BSP. It used to be a seven-day affair, but
currently it is hosted for three days at Bhilai and one day each at the
Rajhara and Nandini mines.
In the realm of sports, Bhilai has many indoor and outdoor facilities.
The Bhilai Stadium and the Pant Stadium are some of the finest
sporting arenas that a city can aspire for. Bhilai has its own set of
Olympians in Erman Bastion and R.A. Christy, both of whom played
hockey for India. It can also boast of a cricketing star in Rajesh
Chauhan, a spinner who made it into the national team by virtue of
his talent. He now runs a coaching institute in the name of his father,
the Govind Chauhan Cricket Academy. Rajesh Chauhan may be the
only cricketer to have been born and brought up there, but Bhilai also
had national cricketers of the calibre of Shute Bannerjee as early as in
1956. In fact, cricket fever was so high in those days that in 1958 BSP
invited the legendary cricketer Col. C.K. Naidu to coach the budding
talents of Bhilai.
Another Bhilai sportsman who deserves mention is Krishna Sahu. He
has been a champion power-lifter and a distinguished coach. He
represented India from 1989 to 2002 and won the silver medal in the
Senior World Power-lifting Championship in 1995. In 1989 he was
honoured with the title of 'Mr. India'. He held on to this title eight
times from 1990 to 1999. He now runs a gymnasium and prepares
men and women for power-lifting. Sunita Topo, Roshita Kerketa,
Shalini Nair and Abhishek Ghosh are some of the budding talents
who have brought laurels to his institute.
Rajendra Prasad is yet another player who needs special mention. An
Arjuna awardee, he went as far as the quarter finals of the World
Boxing Championship in 1993. Boxing was introduced at Bhilai way
back in 1962 by R.N. Bannerjee, who won the silver at the National
Boxing Championship held at Asansol in 1967. P.K. Roy is another
boxer who made his mark. Although he never made it into the Indian
team, he had five gold medals to his credit at the steel plant meets and
was considered for the Moscow Olympics in 1980.

Woman power lifter at gym
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More recently, the first Commonwealth Cycle Polo Championship
was hosted by Bhilai in December 2009. This brought back memories
of two other international events hosted in the township earlier – the
India-Holland Hockey Championship played at the Jayanti Stadium
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in the 1970s and the India–China volleyball match in Pant
Stadium in the early 1980s. Having organized and hosted as
many as 72 national championships and scores of state
championships since the state of Chhattisgarh was formed in
2000, Bhilai can easily qualify as the sports capital of
Chhattisgarh. The annual Gramin Khel Mela organized by Bhilai
Steel Plant in Narainpur attracts thousands of tribal children
living in the remote villages of Bastar. Bhilai was, however,
prominent in the sports map of India even before the new state
was formed.
Providing the best training and coaching facilities and ample
opportunities for youngsters to excel in sports has always been
high on Bhilai's agenda. The sporting facilities are not just
restricted to a few popular games; even not-so-popular sports
find patronage. BSP runs a National Handball Academy and
Athletics Academy. Annual summer coaching camps have been
conducted by the steel plant for the last several years. Many
sporting talents have been spotted at these camps and later
groomed by coaches.
Bhilai is not just the education, cultural and sports hub of the
state, it can also boast unmatched facilities for medical treatment
and health-care in the region. When a serious train accident takes
place even as far away as Bilaspur, victims are rushed to Bhilai's
JLN Hospital. It is imperative to add that the plant provides highclass medical services to more than 12 lakh patients in the region
every year through its 860-bed JLN Hospital and Referral
Centers. A super-specialty cancer hospital, the one and only in the
state of Chhattisgarh, is also run by BSP. Thanks to these worldclass medical facilities, coupled with the peace and tranquility of
its city life, Bhilai has become a preferred settlement for retired
people, who now populate its numerous satellite colonies.

Legendary Pandavani singer Padma Bhushan Teejan Bai
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Clock wise from top left : Hema Malini, Standing on swords - Lok Kala at Bhilai, Folk Theatre, Yamini Krishnamurthy, Begum Akhtar and Teejan Bai performing at Bhilai
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Bokaro
a village transformed
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ut for the steel plant, Maraphari would still be a hamlet.
Today, Maraphari stands in the south-west corner of a
sprawling cosmopolis with a population of over 5 lakh known as
Bokaro Steel City. The city is said to get its name from the Bokaro
river that flows on its west. Interestingly, Bokaro Steel City is not
bound by the Bokaro river, which is some distance from the
township, but by the rivers Damodar and Garga. While the
Damodar outlines its periphery on the north, it is bound by the
Garga on the east and south. On its west is the Tenughat Dam,
which now provides water to the city and the plant. The Bokaro
Thermal Power Station (BTPS) of the Damodar Valley Corporation
is located further north – about 40 kilometers away – across the
river Damodar, and is closer to the Bokaro river. A village by the
same name lies on the banks of the Konar – a tributary of the
Damodar – into which the Bokaro flows.
While BTPS enjoys the reputation of being one of the oldest
thermal power plants in Asia and was established much ahead of
the Bokaro Steel Plant, it was for the latter to give birth to Bokaro
City. Originally, the steel plant was to be built alongside the BTPS,
but ultimately it was built almost 40 kilometers away. Maraphari
was to be the centerpiece for its development. The site is part of the
Chhotanagpur Plateau, strewn by graded valleys and winding
streams. The Damodar and Garga rivers, together with the
Parasnath Hills and the Satanpur hillocks give it a picturesque
setting.
The decision to have the steel plant erected at this site had been
taken by 1955. The task of preparing this site for the installation of
the fourth steel plant in the public sector was given to HSL. On
obtaining the preliminary report from the consultants, M.N.
Dastur & Company, HSL set about the task of developing the site. A
more comprehensive report was prepared that detailed the soil
investigation work done at the site, the sources of building
materials in the vicinity, the water supply requirements for the
plant and the township, sources of water and power, as well as the
rail and road communication. A site office was set up at Maraphari,
along with some accommodation for staff.
Recalls old-timer Sri Krishna Murari Pandey: “When I first came to
the place in 1966, I alighted at Maraphari Railway Station and was
rode on a rickshaw to the fabrication unit. There was hardly any
other mode of transport available and the rickshaw puller charged
me one rupee. I found hutments all around but no place to take
refuge. Luckily, a laborer was leaving and he sold his hut to me for
11 rupees. There was no dearth of jobs and soon I was employed.

Birsa Chowk
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“There were no gates and no boundary wall. Various contractors
were engaged to undertake the civil works. The main task was of
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ground leveling, besides some fabrication work. Though Camps 1
and 2 had been established to accommodate the staff, the laborers
had to seek refuge in hutments. A few quarters in Sector 3 had also
been built by then. We used to shop at the Colonel Market or the
Rajendra Market, a haat or a flea market that has now been
engulfed by the stock yard. An eating place by the name of Vohra
Canteen used to cater to our gastronomic needs.”
The inadequacy of these so-called markets can be gauged by the
fact that even when Sri B.B. Jaipuriar came to Bokaro in the early
1970s, he found no flour mill or cinema there. They had to go to
Chas, the administrative headquarters of the area, for most of their
grocery requirements. The old Chas Bazaar still remains a cheap
option for a wholesale market.
While HSL and Dastur were busy doing the spade work, the
Government of India went ahead to formally initiate negotiations
with the United States of America for the external finance required
for the setting up of Bokaro Steel Plant. Since the first three steel
projects in the public sector had already been supported by the
Soviet Union, Germany and Britain in that order, the USA was an
obvious choice for the fourth. Initially, in 1961, the Kennedy
administration looked inclined to lend its assistance. So much so
that USAID gave responsibility for conducting a feasibility study
to the US Steel Corporation, and a team, accompanied by John K.
Galbraith – the US Ambassador to India – was sent for the survey.
An old banyan tree, known by the name of Galbraith Tree still
stands testimony to their visits between June and December 1962.
The team submitted its report in March 1963.
That was that. In August 1963, the Bokaro project was debated in
the United States House of Representatives, but funding of a
public-sector enterprise in India did not find favor in
Congressional circles. On August 22nd, 1963 a decision was taken
to shelve the Bokaro project for at least a year.
Meanwhile, speaking at a civic reception in Calcutta on July 2nd,
1963, Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru declared that the
Government was firmly committed to setting up the Bokaro Steel
Plant, with US aid if possible, but without it if necessary. However,
he reiterated his commitment to have this plant in the public
sector.
To save itself and the Kennedy administration from
embarrassment, the Government of India withdrew its request for
American aid and the US administration missed an opportunity
to project itself as a friend of the aspirations of the
underdeveloped countries. If granted, the US loan for the Bokaro
Steel Plant would have been the largest US aid project ever
undertaken.

At that point, the Government floated global tenders for
individual plant departments. Some countries did show interest
in providing limited aid, but the bid was settled in favor of the
USSR, which offered to take on the whole project. On Labour Day
of 1964, the then Union Minister for Steel Sri C. Subramaniam
announced in the Lok Sabha that the Government of the USSR had
expressed its willingness to assist India in setting up the
integrated Bokaro Steel Plant.
Three days after this declaration, the New York Times wrote: “The
announcement that the Soviet Union has offered India financial
aid for the big steel mill it wants to build at Bokaro represents a
major defeat for the United States in a crucial era of cold war… The
Kennedy Administration recommended an initial loan of $512
million over a six-year period, but the project was killed by
Congressmen who believed they were shoring up private
enterprise by denying American help to any state-owned project.”
It took some months before a pact could be formalized between
the two parties. On January 25th, 1965, a press release issued by
the Press Information Bureau announced: “An agreement was
signed today between the Government of India and the
Government of the USSR for cooperation in the construction of an
integrated iron & steel works at Bokaro. This agreement provides
for the construction of a modern steel works at Bokaro with a
capacity of 1.5 to 2 million tonnes with provision for expansion to
4 million tonnes. This will be the fourth steel works in the public
sector.
“The Government of the USSR is extending a credit up to 190
million roubles (Rs. 100.5 crore) for the purpose of meeting the
foreign exchange cost of the plant. The credit has been extended
on terms and conditions similar to those made available for Bhilai.
It bears an interest of 2.5 per cent and is repayable in 12 years.”
Subsequently, large-scale engineering and geological
investigations were undertaken. The Indian engineers and
technicians carried out these investigations on the basis of a
general scheme suggested by the Production & Scientific Institute
of Engineering Investigations, Moscow. Soviet specialists too
joined in to provide assistance. The Geodetic Survey &
Investigation Division of the Bokaro project, in collaboration with
the Geological Survey of India, laid out the main grid lines and
control points along which various shop structures, overhead and
underground communications, etc. were to be set up. The civil
work was entrusted to Hindustan Steelworks Construction
Limited (HSCL), a Government of India concern that specialized
in the construction and erection of steel plants. The first major job
was site leveling. This involved 13.4 million cubic meters of
earthworks at a cost of Rs. 93.59 crore.

The Garga Water Reservoir

Soon the area around Maraphari was bubbling with activity.
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Thousands of workers poured in from all over looking for jobs.
Father Kevin Cronin, S.J. has stated in his reminiscences:
“Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of trucks moved about carting
earth from one level to another. Certainly thousands of coolies and
rejas were being employed and they lived in makeshift camps and
hovel-settlements, mostly to the south of the Ramgarh-Chas
Road. Maraphari bazaar was hardly more than a section of the
same road lined on both sides by very temporary-looking shops
and workshops. Camp 1, Camp 2 and Steel Gate were
recognizable localities with neat-looking quarters, sealed roads,
and some sort of 'definition' about them.”
Sri Shri Narayan Tripathi remembers, “The only train that came to
Maraphari in those days was the Patna-Tata Express. There were
more passengers to get down here than to board.”

Maraphari : From where it began....

In fact, the station was named Maraphari till January 25th, 1964,
when Indian Railways decided to name it Bokaro Steel City.
Simultaneously, the Government of India, the Government of
Bihar and Bokaro Steel Limited decided to name the new
township Bokaro Steel City. Within a short span of about two
decades, this new city was to blossom into an urban center of
around a million people drawn from different parts of the country.
Obviously, this growth necessitated the development of
infrastructure.
By this time, Bokaro Steel Limited (BSL) had been incorporated as
a private limited company and it had taken over the affairs of the
Bokaro Steel Plant from HSL. Mr. N.N. Wanchoo was appointed
its first chairman and K.M. George its first managing director.
Now the onus to take the project further lay with BSL. To have a
planned urban growth, an Architecture & City Planning
department was set up in April 1964. It was given the
responsibility of preparing a comprehensive master plan, taking
into account the growth envisaged for the future.

Satanpur Hills : A picturesque setting
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Since many experts and officials frequented the site, it was
imperative to have proper accommodation for them. Thus, the
100-bed Ellora Hostel was established by BSL. Besides
accommodation, the first and foremost need was education, for
who would want to go there if there were no facilities for the
education of their children? Thus, BSL approached St. Xavier's
School, Hazaribagh to establish their branch at Bokaro Steel City.
Fr. Cronin recounts: “There came the day – whenever it was! –
when the then Superior of the Hazaribagh Jesuits, Fr. Edmund
O'Connor S.J., called at my residence at Bokaro Thermal with one
or two other fathers, and invited me to join them for a luncheon
meeting at Maraphari with officials of the 'Company'. We traveled
together, and found ourselves ushered into the Ellora Restaurant
where a dozen or so gentlemen were awaiting us, and where a
sumptuous lunch had been laid out. Among those gathered there

were, I believe, Mr. K.M. George (MD) and Mr. T.T. Joseph.
“At one point we were called to order, and a proposal was made to
the Hazaribagh Jesuits through Fr. O'Connor. The substance of the
message the speaker set about conveying was this: What you see
about you, Fathers, are the beginnings of a very large and
important project being undertaken by the Government of India.
Before very long, you will see a large modern steel mill with all its
subsidiaries established on the very land that looks so desolate
now. And, in addition to the mill, there will be a whole new city.
Since the undertaking is one of very great importance for the
strengthening of our nation's industrial base, our Company will
have to be in a position to offer assurance that quality education,
and that in English medium will be available for their children.
“Judging the potential this place held, the idea appealed to Fr.
O'Connor and he gladly accepted the invitation and the
challenges that it implied. Thus, on July 18th, 1966, the school
started in makeshift quarters in Maraphari. The school was
allotted five temporary quarters – one each for the school
secretary, and the school office and three for conducting classes –
in Camp 2. A little more than a hundred students joined and about
a dozen teachers were there to teach them. Subsequently, the
school was allotted about seven acres of land in Sector 5C and in
1967 it shifted to its present location.”
When on April 6th, 1968, the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira
Gandhi visited Bokaro to inaugurate the concreting of the
foundation for the first blast furnace, the place looked different.
By then the Bokaro Township had started taking shape. A master
plan had been drawn by the Architecture & City Planning
department. It comprised a general plan for the city and outline
development plans for the sectors. The city in general was
modeled on the concept of 'primary and secondary school
districts', implying a cellular hierarchy of tiered self-contained
units. In other words, the whole township was divided into
various sectors. These sectors were further divided into
'neighborhoods'. Each neighborhood had 800–1,600 houses, with
an envisaged population of about 4,000 to 8,000 inhabitants.
This city planning, unique to Bokaro, invites households within a
neighborhood to share a set of primary schools, convenience
stores and parks. The next higher unit, the sector, comprises four
to five neighborhoods, thus taking its population to 20,000-40,000.
There is at least one high school in each sector. The other facilities
that the residents of a sector share are: a sector market, community
and health centers, playground, park, maintenance post, and a
post office.
The township is flanked by the Eastern and the Western Avenue –
now renamed Jawaharlal Nehru Marg and Mahatma Gandhi
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Site development : The work begins...
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Marg, respectively – while the Central Avenue – renamed Indira
Gandhi Marg – divides the city into two halves. The main roads are
60 meters wide, whereas those linking the various sectors are 42 to
48 meters wide. Even the roads within the sectors have a width of at
least 13 meters, going up to 24 meters. Since all roads are parallel or
perpendicular to each other, the traffic is never stranded even if
tents have been pitched on the road for some private function.
Although the sectors have been numbered from 1 to 12, there are
only 10 sectors at present. Sectors 7 and 10 are conspicuously
missing. According to Sri Dipankar Das, DGM – Projects
(Architecture & City Planning), Bokaro Steel City was to have 11
sectors originally. Since Sector 10 could not be developed because
of some land acquisition issues, Sector 12 was developed instead.
Ranipokhar village occupies the site meant for Sector 10.
Bokaro Steel Plant and Bokaro Steel City together occupy 31,287.24
acres of land, which includes the slag dump, cooling ponds,
marshaling yard, Garga water reservoir and part of the railway
dedicated to the plant. Until recently the Garga Reservoir provided
water to the township, while water for the plant was fed by the
Tenughat Dam. Now, the Tenughat Dam supplies the total
requirement of water to Bokaro Steel City.
Bokaro Steel City : Maraphari gets its name

Sun rises over the Cooling Pond

Potable water had once been an issue. Since this area was prone to
leprosy, people were quite skeptical. Sri Nirmal Kumar Dey, who
had served in the India National Army, recalls: “When I joined here
in 1966, the general impression of the people was that by drinking
water from Chas, they would contract leprosy. Thus they would
rather remain thirsty than drink water from Chas.”
Apart from the neighborhood shops and sector markets, there is a
city center that houses hundreds of shops, catering to various
needs and tastes. It is the main shopping district of the city. Recent
years have seen it grow more than threefold in size. The place
houses almost all major banks, shops for clothing and electronics,
and eateries. You can find anything from a needle to a car in the
market. There used to be four cinema theaters in the city center, but
only two – Jeetendra and Pali Plaza – are now operational, as the
Devi and Alpana theaters have been shut down. The latest
additions to the market are coaching institutes, small clinics and
hospitals. Their rate of growth shows the demand for these
services in the city.
The township has been gifted with a general hospital that is large
enough to accommodate over 900 patients in the wards. The
Bokaro General Hospital is provided with an ultra-modern
operations theater, neurosurgery ICU, critical-care unit, intensive
coronary care unit, nuclear medicine laboratory, intensive burn
unit, blood bank and blood component therapy unit, etc. The
General Hospital serves as the referral hospital for the health
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Panoramic view of Bokaro blast furnaces
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centers in the sectors as well as for the two hospitals in the BSL-owned
mines of Bhawanathpur and Kiriburu.
Bokaro today boasts some of the best education facilities in the country.
Besides St. Xavier's School, there are several other private and
government schools, in addition to the 42 schools run by Bokaro Steel
Plant. BSL has also set up a Project School in association with the Delhi
Public School. Some of the other schools are Bokaro Public School,
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, DAV Public School, Guru Gobind Singh Public
School, Holy Cross School, MGM Senior Secondary School, Pentecostal
Assembly School, Pt. J.M. Saraswati Vidya Mandir, Sree Ayyappa
Public School, Kairali Springdale and St. Mary's School. There is a
Kendriya Vidyalaya in the township and one near the railway station.
Thanks to the academic standards maintained by these schools, it is
impossible to find a single discontented parent. In fact, proud parents
often come out with a large list of local students who secured their seats
in the IITs or even became IAS officers. The only dissatisfaction that
these parents have is the lack of institutions for higher studies. The local
boys and girls have to go to other places to seek higher education, but
by this time their foundation is so strong that they find themselves
capable enough to compete with the cream of the scholars from other
places.
Entertainment, too, has not remained neglected. Apart from the several
parks in the neighborhoods, there is a City Park spread over almost a
hundred acres of land. It has an artificial lake with three Japanese-style
artificial islands in it. The park hosts an annual Basant Mela in February,
while its southern corner is used by thousands during the Chhat
festival.
A botanical park, spread over another 100 acres of land, complements
the City Park. The park, named Jawaharlal Nehru Biological Park, is the
biggest zoological garden in the state of Jharkhand and houses some
rare species of flora and fauna. The zoo came into the limelight after
multiple breeding of white tigers, Royal Bengal tigers, and Asiatic lions
over a short span of time, the offspring of which were sent to different
zoos in India and abroad. Boating is allowed on the artificial lake
created within the zoo. There is also a children's corner near the bear
cage, and adjacent to that is a small dam. A toy train, aptly named the
Mougli Express, is also operational within the park.

The Jagannath Temple at Bokaro Steel City
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Reminiscing about the good old days, Sri Krishna Murari Pandey
recalls, “Entertainment was inexpensive and affordable in those days.
Keeping the workforce in mind, film shows used to be organized at
night in the parks. Laborers and executives, with their families, would
gather to watch such shows. It used to be a gala affair.” According to
him, the Russian Club in Sector 4 became the hub of cultural activities.
He recalls the first play organized there, in which Russians artistes
performed.
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Chhat Puja being performed

Another play, outside the purview of the Russian Club, was Kanka
Pakya. This was organized on the auspicious occasion of Baisakhi,
the New Year's Day celebrated in the northern part of the country.

Bokaro also has facilities for indoor sports like table tennis,
badminton, chess and billiards, and outdoor sports like swimming
and tennis for its denizens. The township is well planned and has no
dearth of playgrounds and parks for the children to play in.

Former Chief Town Administrator Sri B.B. Jaipuriyar recounts,
“Many of us executives had acted in a one-act play Under Secretary.
Moreover, my son had also acted along with me.” Surely, then, the
cultural environment was well charged and people from all walks
of life, as well as of different age groups, came together to make
things happen. According to Sri Nirmal Kumar Dey, Banga Bharti
was very active during the 1970s and 80s. He recalls a drama
entitled Shiraj-ud-daula being enacted in those days, which was a
big hit with the audience. Banga Bharti also hosted an annual drama
competition in which teams from as far away as Calcutta came to
participate. Although SAIL executives like Tushar Kanti Dey, D.L.
Mukherjee and Anil Mukherjee were the main pillars of the
vernacular society, it was equally supported by the non-Bengalispeaking people. Unfortunately, the year 1976 saw the last of such
performances.

The Steel City has a vibrant atmosphere for sporting activities,
which have given a number of distinguished sports persons to the
nation. The SAIL Football Academy team has won the coveted
Subroto Cup four times – in 1998 and 2000 in the under-14 category
and from 2002 to 2004 in the under-17 category. Lal Kamal
Bhowmik, Arup Debnath, Gaurang Biswas, Snehashish
Chakravarty, Manik Biswas, Vanlal Maviah and Lalcchuan Maviah
are some of the footballers who have made the Academy proud.
Peter Thangaraj, the former Olympian goalkeeper, was a constant
source of inspiration to the budding footballers of the city.
Praveen Kumar, the international volleyball player from the city,
won gold medals for the country in the Rashid Memorial
Championship at Dubai (UAE) in 1996 and 1997. He also won a gold
medal in the tri-series at Mauritius in 1993 besides giving a golden
performance in the National University Championship at Solan in
1994.

The Mithila Sanskritik Parishad, founded in 1967, the Ayyappa Seva
Sangham, set up in 1980, and the Utkal Seva Samiti, established in
1994, are some other social-cultural organizations active in the area.
Bokaro Sangeet Kala Academy offers learning opportunities in
many a fine art, especially classical music. The students also get
opportunities to showcase their talent and training amidst august
gatherings. These social-cultural organizations, along with clubs
and community centers, are fulcrums of socio-cultural activities in
the township.

Pratima Kumari, Anita Kumari and Bela Rani have won laurels in
national and international events of weightlifting. Pratima has won
a bronze medal for the country in the Commonwealth Games, while
Anita brought back an Asian Games bronze. Bela has been a gold
medalist at the National Games.
Kundan Singh of Bokaro is a budding cricketer. An all-rounder of
immense potential, he has led the East Zone team in the under-19
category. In basketball too, Bokaro has an Indian hopeful in Ravi
Kant Ojha.

These organizations have also given the township a religious
temperament. For instance, the Ayyappa Seva Sangham established
the Ayyappa Temple in 1983, which soon became an important
social, cultural and religious meeting place for people from the
south. Similarly, the Utkal Seva Samiti established the Lord
Jagannath Temple in 2000. It presents a replica of the famous temple
in Puri, Odisha. Bokaro's annual Jagannath Yatra originates from
here and goes up to the Ram Mandir in Sector 1C. Besides the main
shrine dedicated to Sri Rama, the Ram Mandir complex houses
some other temples dedicated to other gods and goddesses. Kali
Bari or the Temple of Kali is one of the oldest temples of the area.
Besides its religious activities, it is also a major socializing place for
the Bengalis of the city. The temple organizes a painting
competition every year in which hundreds of students from various
schools of the city participate.
Thanks to SAIL, Bokaro has not lagged behind in the field of sports
either. BSL has created sports facilities for football and athletics at
the Mohan Kumaramangalam Stadium and Senapati Cricket
Stadium. The Kumaramangalam Stadium also boasts a perfect
handball ground from where many handball players have scaled
the peak in the game.
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Thus, Bokaro not only generates opportunities for its locals, but also
helps them take up chances outside its domain.

The Ayyappa Temple at Bokaro
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City Park at Bokaro

Clockwise from left : Tiger at Jawaharlal Nehru Biological Park, Bokaro Swimming Pool, Kavi Sammelan, Tableau on Republic Day, Sanjukta Panigrahi, Peenaz Masani, Ram Rath Yatra
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Top: A series of paintings at Bokaro Steel Plant; Bottom (from left): Students of the Birhor tribe, Students of Bokaro Steel Balika Vidyalaya - Free School for Girls, Cadets of SAIL Football Academy
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Bokaro’s

October 3, 1972: Commissioning of Blast Furnace #1 in presence of Prime Minister Smt
Indira Gandhi and CMD Mr Mantosh Sondhi

Most Famous Visitors

September 2001: Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam on a
visit to Bokaro Steel Plant
January 25, 1965: Signing of agreement between Government of India and Government of USSR by first
Chairman of BSL Mr N.N. Wanchoo and Mr V. Sergeev respectively
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Durgapur
blessed with divinity
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t all started with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime
Minister. Threads of his dream of transforming India from an
agrarian country into an industrially advanced nation were
picked up in West Bengal by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Chief
Minister of the state. The Durgapur Steel Plant project was firmed
up as a follow-up to the recommendations of the Colombo Plan. By
then, two steel mills had already been conceptualized in the public
sector – one in Rourkela (Orissa) and the other in Bhilai (Madhya
Pradesh) – so the Durgapur Steel Plant was to be the third. With the
earlier steel plants being aided by Germany and the USSR,
respectively, the Government of India looked towards Britain to
support the Durgapur project.
In 1954, the Birlas put forward a proposal for the establishment of a
steel plant with British help, but the Indian Government rejected
the proposal in accordance with the prevailing policy. However, it
invited a technical mission from the United Kingdom to study the
economic and technical feasibility of setting up a third steel plant in
the country. The mission led by Sir Eric Coates came for that
purpose in April 1955 and four months later it submitted its report
for setting up a one-million-tonne plant at Durgapur. This was duly
accepted by the Government of India. Subsequently, a consortium
of British equipment manufacturers was formed under the name
and style of the Indian Steel Works Construction Company
(ISCON) that submitted its preliminary report and the estimates in
January 1956. After negotiation, a contract was signed with them in
October 1956.
This collaboration made Durgapur the only steel city in India that
can boast of hosting the Queen of England. Queen Elizabeth II came
to the city in 1961 and was its guest for a day. It must have been a big
event for the city. Eighty-four-year-old Sri Kumaresh Chandra
Ghosh recalls, “Queen Elizabeth had come to Panagarh Airbase by
airplane and then to Durgapur A-Zone multipurpose ground in a
helicopter. She was received by Sardar Swaran Singh, the then Steel
Minister. My house was very close to the ground where her
helicopter landed, so I had a close glimpse of the Queen. She was
scheduled to stay at Durgapur for only a day, but there were 29
huge metal trunks full of her clothes and other accessories that had
come as her luggage. That was some sight!”
Many in the Steel City wonder why Durgapur House, the official
guest house of Durgapur Steel Plant, is also referred to as “Rani
Kuthi”. Well, the queen spent the night in the present Suite No. 1 of
this guest house during her stay. Her state visit was indeed a rare
gesture of solidarity by the Queen, as Durgapur Steel Plant (DSP)
came to be a showpiece of Indo-British collaboration in
independent India.
Durgapur Township at springtime
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A great business organizer and planner, Sri Jnananjan Niyogi,
was involved in the early stages of selection of a suitable site for
a new industrial township in West Bengal. He chose the area
because of its proximity to the coal fields and easy availability of
water. Prior to this, the infertile soil of the area and its deep
impenetrable forests and wild animals had made it a muchfeared area and it had not proved to be a very inviting
proposition for erstwhile emperors on the lookout for wealth
and treasures.
Even when coal mining made forays into the adjoining AsansolRanigunj area from the late 18th century, and chimneys of a
small refractory plant of the Martin Burn group reared their
heads in the sky somewhat later, Durgapur remained an
impenetrable jungle that few dared trespass into. Even in the
mid-19th century, though a railway track traversed the area,
Durgapur continued to be a small station where only a few
passenger trains stopped.
Durgapur is flanked by two mighty rivers, the Ajay and the
Damodar. While the former flows past unhindered in the north,
a barrage obstructs the Damodar River that flows to the south.
Incidentally, Durgapur Barrage was constructed in 1955 by the
Damodar Valley Corporation, the first multipurpose river
valley project of independent India. This was followed by the
installation of the Durgapur Thermal Power Station. With this,
the industrial scenario of the place livened up and even before
the steel mill came into being, the area was witnessing a surge of
industrialization.
It may be remarked that the then Chief Minister of West Bengal,
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, who was largely instrumental in
influencing the location of the third steel plant at Durgapur, also
had a great vision for the industrialization of the entire
Durgapur-Asansol belt. After Sri Niyogi had chosen the site for
the steel plant at Durgapur, modernist American architect
Joseph Allen Stein was plunged into this major project. He had
been invited to head the newly formed Department of
Architecture & Planning at the Bengal Engineering College in
Calcutta, but no sooner did he reach India in 1952 than he was
assigned the task of designing Durgapur city. He took up the
challenge together with fellow American architect Benjamin
Polk, who had been living in Calcutta.
Subsequently, ISCON, the British consortium of 13 companies,
was awarded the construction contract in 1956. Simultaneously,
a total of 6,568 hectares of land was acquired and construction
began at the site in January 1957. The acquisition of land was a
smooth affair as the farmers of the area willingly gave their
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Queen Elizabeth at Durgapur Club

lands for the project. Land value in Durgapur at the time was the
highest, with Rourkela and Bhilai following close behind.
Smt. Sabita Chatterjee, who had joined DSP in 1959 as a dresser
at the Benachity Health Centre, remembers: “Construction of
the township had just started. The area was very calm and quiet.
All around were jungles.” Slowly, amidst the sal forests,
evolved the sprawling Durgapur Steel Township and, across
the Grand Trunk Road that bordered it, the new steel plant that
held out vast promise of transforming the region into a
throbbing industrial zone.
Obviously, this all did not happen overnight, nor was it without
concerted efforts. Sri Shantanu Kumar Ghosh, senior to Smt.
Chatterjee by a year, recalls: “It was extremely laborious to build
the steel plant. It involved great challenges and hiccups, some of
which we could never have imagined. We had to overcome
these challenges and it involved great team efforts.” Talking
about the teamwork, Sri Manas Kumar Sengupta, another exDSPian, adds: “I recall the unity of my mates. During night shift,
one of us would bring food which we all would share. If one fell
sick, others would do his work, without complaining about it.”
Such teamwork and enthusiasm contributed to the first blast
furnace, Kasturba, being set up in 1959, as per schedule. The
occasion was celebrated with much fanfare as the President Dr.
Rajendra Prasad came to inaugurate the blast furnace.
Remembering his visit to the plant, Sri Kumaresh Chandra
Ghosh recalls, “He wanted papayas in the morning for
breakfast. Unfortunately, there were no papayas available
anywhere in Durgapur, so a car had to be sent to Calcutta to
fetch them.”
Much water has flowed down the Damodar since. Now there is
hardly a thing that cannot be found locally. The transformation
has been gradual, but definite. The huge City Center complex is
the commercial hub around which various townships,
including the steel township, are located.
National Highway-2, earlier known as GT Road and later
christened Sher Shah Suri Marg after its creator, divides the city
into two halves. The Steel Township is located to its north and
the steel plant to its south. There was a time when the GT Road
had to run through the DSP. Eighty-five-year-old ex-DSPian Sri
Kumaresh Chandra Ghosh recalls: “The Tamla Bridge had
broken, causing obstruction to the GT Road. So, the Chief
Minister ordered that all vehicles be diverted into the DSP
premises through the ASP Main Gate and then out through the
DSP Main Gate. Since the GT Road could not be used, this route
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was made the official route for traffic. So, we had the GT Road
running through DSP.”
Unlike the other SAIL townships, Durgapur Steel City is not
divided into sectors, but zones. The three zones – A, B and C – are
spread over an area of 32 square kilometers. The township
stretches from east to west with the sewage disposal plant and
the burial ground bounding it on the respective sides. The zones
are connected by various avenues, namely Ashok Avenue,
Chaitanya Avenue, Einstein Avenue, Guru Nanak Avenue,
Jagdish Chandra Bose Avenue, Newton Avenue, Ram Krishna
Avenue, Tagore Avenue, etc. Several other streets and substreets, all named after famous personalities, crisscross the
township.
Durgapur Steel Township consists of various categories of
houses, ranging from Category-1 to Category-8, having plinth
areas varying from 30 square meters to 280 square meters. The
township not only houses Durgapur Steel Plant personnel, but
employees of SAIL's Alloy Steels Plant as well. The total number
of houses for DSP employees is around 19,141; ASP's share is
5,000. Besides, there are three other buildings commissioned by
other government and public sector organizations like HSCL,
Post & Telegraph, the State Bank of India and Income Tax.
Various cooperative housing colonies have also sprung up over
the years. There are hostel buildings to accommodate junior
executives and trainees, and a guest house – Durgapur House –
for the visiting VIP dignitaries. A clubhouse by the name of
Durgapur Club is the pride of the township.
The township boasts a major park named after the late Mohan
Kumarmangalam, while two other parks are located in A Zone
and B Zone. Both of these zones also have two community
centers. The Mohan Kumarmangalam Park is blessed with a
beautiful body of water that has boating facilities and a musical
fountain. In the vicinity, the Durgapur Barrage remains one of the
most frequented picnic spots. Indeed it is the manifestation of
nature and man's efforts to control its fury. Water gushing out of
the lock-gates is a phenomenal sight. Located further away, the
Maithan Dam is another such tourist attraction. Santiniketan, the
arts and educational centre created amidst verdant settings by
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, is located an hour's drive away.

The mighty
Mighty Damodar
The
Damodar
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for Girls was established in October 2005 with a view to nurturing
local talents and helping them compete with the best athletes on
the international circuit. Athletes from the Academy have
participated in several national and international championships,
and have bagged many laurels too.

Durgapur is a classy place for school-level education. A large
number of excellent educational institutions exist in the city.
Prominent schools include St. Xavier's, St. Peter's, Carmel (Steel)
and Carmel (MAMC), DAV Model, Hemsheela, St. Michael's, AG
Church and the Bidhan Chandra Institution. DSP-run schools like
the B-Zone Multipurpose Girls' High School, B-Zone Boys' School,
and the A-Zone Boys' School are among the most respected
institutions in the city. Situated in one of the posh areas of the city,
Mirabai Road, St. Peter's – formerly known as Benachity High – is
the oldest private school run by the Protestant denominated
Church of North India.

SAIL has also built a state-of-the-art sports hostel that guarantees
a comfortable stay for guest teams that come to Durgapur. It can
accommodate 250 people and boasts all basic facilities and
modern amenities. While the day-boarding academies for
Athletics, Football and Boxing are hallmarks of the Steel City, an
up-to-the-mark swimming pool is also run by SAIL. In addition,
there are indoor table tennis facilities and badminton courts at all
the four community centers. A basketball complex has also been
developed at Netaji Bhavan.

In 1958, the DSP established three schools – one multipurpose
school and two primary schools. In the course of time the number of
multipurpose schools rose to nine and primary schools to 16. At one
time around 24,000 students were studying in these schools. At
present, the DPS runs only six high schools and two primary
schools affiliated to the state education board and another two high
schools and one primary school under the CBSE, catering to 3,000plus students. The scaling down can be attributed to subsequent
modernization of the plant, which resulted in a reduced number of
employees.

Come Dussehra and Durgapur is full of life with Durga Puja
fervor. More than a score puja pandals spring up across the length
and breadth of the Steel City. The avenues have several
committees that compete with each other to set up the most
beautiful puja pandal. Prominent artistes and film personalities
are invited for evening programs arranged at the venue.
Renowned artistes Pandit Ravi Shankar, Lata Mangeshkar, Asha
Bhonsle, Shreya Ghoshal and Abhijeet, among many others, have
all performed at Durgapur Steel City from time to time. When the
author visited Durgapur in 2009, he met Sri Soumitra Chatterjee, a
legendary figure of Bengali cinema, who had come to inaugurate
one of the cultural programs during the Durga Puja. A sense of
deep respect was very much evident for the celebrity.
Undoubtedly this came from the strong Bengali culture
transcending down the generations.

College-level education was once considered qualitatively inferior
in Durgapur, but now several engineering and management
colleges have been set up in and around Durgapur and have given
an impetus to the educational setup. More recently, Durgapur has
created more than eight engineering and technology colleges, along
with a number of management and professional institutions. The
erstwhile Regional Engineering College has been rechristened the
National Institute of Technology – a Deemed University.
If it is Bengal, then could football be left out? Bengal's football
frenzy could be attributed to the Mohun Bagan Club's winning feat
in 1911. When the struggle for freedom was at its zenith, India
found a new hero in the Mohun Bagan Club that defeated a British
side, the Yorkshire Regiments, in the final of the IFA Shield. The
victory achieved a sort of mythical proportion as players of Mohun
Bagan played barefoot against their more accomplished rivals.
After India achieved independence, the Mohun Bagan Club was
duly rewarded with the title 'National Club of India'. At Durgapur,
SAIL, in association with Mohun Bagan, has established a football
academy. The Mohun Bagan-SAIL Football Academy aims at
producing future stars for soccer excellence, with its eyes on the
2018 World Cup. It envisages building a “dream team” that could
qualify for the main round of the tournament.

However, Sri Jiban Roy, one-time worker of the plant, who went
on to become a member of Rajya Sabha, says: “Bengal has a very
dominant culture. Its rural culture is also very strong.
Unfortunately, even while Durgapur is surrounded by cultural
strongholds like Kolkata, Purulia and Bankura, it does not have a
cultural tradition of its own. While Kolkata is the manifestation of
the finest culture that Bengal can offer, Purulia takes pride in its
living exemplary folk dance form Chhau. Bankura is better
known for its terracotta art, represented by none other than the
master craftsman Ram Kinkar Baij. Primarily a Santhali belt, the
area had a deep tradition of folk songs and dance, but with
urbanization the strains of ethnic melodies such as bauri gaan or
leto gaan have faded, as have the rhythms of jhumar or jaaga. Still,
Durgapur does have some cultural talent of its own in well-known
Rabindra Sangeet exponent Smt. Ruma Das, veteran author
Dhirendra Dev, young Bharatnatyam dancer Swapna Deepa
Mohanty and the like.”

The Nehru Stadium is the center of sporting activities in Durgapur
Steel City. Besides football, it also caters for other sports like
volleyball, basketball and athletics. The SAIL Athletics Academy
Durgapur Barrage
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Happy home of a DSP worker
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Residential accommodation in DSP Township

A puja pandal

The Mother Goddess

If Durga Puja makes the city eventful once a year, it is the
Durgapur Club that spearheads the cultural activities
throughout the year. Founded in 1957 as ISCON Club, it remains
a cultural hotspot even today. Since 1989, the club has celebrated
SAIL Day as its Annual Day when reputed artistes from Kolkata
and Mumbai perform for DSP and ASP employees and their
families.
Durgapur is a fast-growing city today. Housing cooperatives
and flats, shopping malls, and a multiplex have sprung up, as
well as a Science & Energy Park, a Software Technology Park,
and a number of hotels and stadiums. The City Center has now
grown to be the most happening place in Durgapur. It is
complete with shopping malls and arcades, a cineplex, a host of
eateries and some manicured spots where youngsters hang out.
In 2007, a shopping mall by ADDA, named Suhatta, was
inaugurated by the Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharya. A
new shopping mall named Junction has also been opened
recently. Spread over 37,160 square meters, the mall, with a wide
collection of international brands, is among the largest shopping
centers in the state. Currently, Durgapur also has a number of
department stores and a multiplex.
While, on the one hand, Durgapur's City Center presents itself
as an epitome of urbanization, Benachity market, on the other,
with its quaint old appearance, is still the choice of older folk.
Age-old shops and serpentine lanes mark this popular market
on one edge of the Steel City and many a bargain can be settled
here if time permits.

Cultural function during Durga Puja
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Students at Durgapur High School

Plans for an airport city called Aerotropolis, proposed to be
contructed at Andal bordering Durgapur, have already hiked
real estate rates in and around the Steel City. The integrated city
will have contemporary infrastructure for industries, with a
logistics hub, IT, hospitality, healthcare, education, retail and
residential blocks. The airport at Aerotropolis will be designed
by the world-renowned Changi Airports of Singapore. Such is
the attraction that Durgapur holds today for commercial
enterprise.

Kumar Mangalam Park

SAIL Cities I Page 82

Durgapur I Page 83

Sports and entertainment at Durgapur Club

Famous
Visitors of

Durgapur
December 26, 1959: President Rajendra Prasad after inaugurating
Blast Furnace # 1 at Durgapur Steel Plant

January 11, 1964: Prime Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri reviewing work on Durgapur
Steel Plant's capacity expansion to 1.6 million tonnes with Mr DJ Bell, General Manager

1970: Prime Minister Smt Indira Gandhi with Major
General BP Wadhera, then Director-in-Charge,
Durgapur Steel Plant, during her visit to the plant
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Members of the Eric Coates Mission, formed to set up
Durgapur Steel Plant with British collaboration, during
their visit to India in 1956
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January 19, 1962: Dr BC Roy, West Bengal Chief Minister, commissioning the Merchant Mill
at Durgapur Steel Plant

November 23, 1959: General Manager Mr KK Sen lighting up Coke Oven Battery # 1 at
Durgapur Steel Plant

January 23, 1985: Minister for Steel, Mines &
Coal Sri Vasant Sathe announcing the
modernisation plan for Durgapur Steel
Plant
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Rourkela
your village now ours
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W

hat Sheffield is to England, Pittsburg to the USA,
Hamilton to Canada or Newcastle to Australia,
Rourkela is to India. An Odiya couplet characterizes
Rourkela in as many words: “Rourkelare dina raati, gadhaa hue
luhakete jati”, which means, “Rourkela is busy day and night with
making of iron of many kinds.” Still, the City of Rourkela is as green
as the greens.
Perched on the foothills of the Durgapur Hills, Rourkela Steel City
unfolds into a valley flanked by the Koel and Brahmani rivers on
the north and west, respectively. The Durgapur Hills not only serve
as a veil for the township and shield it from the pollutants of the
steel plant, but they also provide it with a picturesque setting that
other steel cities could envy.
The Durgapur Hills are in no way associated with the Durgapur
Steel City, for the latter is situated hundreds of miles away. In fact,
the hills get their name from a sleepy village Durgapur located
between the erstwhile villages Rourkela and Panposh. Prior to the
setting up of the iron & steel works here, Rourkela indeed was a
small tribal village in the Sundargarh district. It may be of interest
to note that in 1921 its population was a mere 382, and the then
railway station of Rourkela was within the revenue village of
Mahulpali. In vernacular Sadri, Rourkela means “your home”. It is
also said that a tribal community called Raulia had been living at
the village since time immemorial. They were expert tantriks. The
village Rourkela derived its name from the Raulias and in turn gave
its name to the railway station and the township.
The erstwhile Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company constructed the
Howrah–Nagpur railway, which ran through Rourkela, and some
merchants started to settle at Rourkela with business intentions.
The inhabited area around the railway station of Rourkela was
declared an urban town in 1931. The population of the area still did
not exceed 500, yet a primary school, a forestry office, a sub-post
office, some tea stalls, restaurants, and some liquor and opium
shops sprang up around the station area. Subsequently a train line
was set up that connected Rourkela to Birmitrapur and the former
could claim the status of a railway junction. Obviously, the number
of railway employees also started increasing.
There was another station at the village of Panposh, which is about
10 kilometers from Rourkela. The population of Panposh by 1931
was 2,252, almost five times that of Rourkela. The construction of a
sub-divisional court building was initiated in 1945 at the village of
Durgapur, the present Uditnagar. As a result, the two railway
stations of Panposh and Rourkela became more and more
frequented.
The four Blast Furnaces of Rourkela Steel Plant
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It was against this backdrop that the Orissa Government proposed
to establish a steel plant there. A survey had already been
conducted by the Census Operations, Orissa in the Koraput,
Sundargarh and Sambalpur districts of the state. According to this
survey, the smelting of iron in small clay furnaces was already
being carried out in these districts through indigenous processes.
The lohars and the kamars were traditionally engaged in the
profession. The Bonai and Deogarh subdivisions of Sundargarh
district were rich in iron mineral resources. Thus the scheme to set
up a steel works at this place was taken up.
The Government of India, particularly Pt. Nehru, was keen to
establish such industry in the public sector and thus the central
government pounced on this opportunity. As finance and
technology were required, the government scouted for their
availability abroad and found a willing partner in West Germany.
Two German firms, namely Fried Krupp and Demag AG, showed
keen interest in the venture and an agreement was signed between
them on one part and the Government of India on the other. The
combine of German firms came to be called the Indian
Gemeinschaft Krupp-Demag (IGKD). Soon after the signing of
this agreement, on December 21st, 1953, the Government of India
decided to set up an independent organization to develop the
project. Thus came HSL into being.
Not even a month since India and the German partners had signed
the agreement, the HSL was formed on January 19th, 1954 at New
Delhi. It was a private joint stock company formed under the
Indian Companies Act, 1913. Significantly, the other two projects
initiated at that time – Bhilai and Durgapur – were both under the
direct control of the Ministry of Iron & Steel, Government of India.
HSL was given the task of constructing and managing the
proposed steel plant at Rourkela.
The place then lay hidden amidst trees and was rich in flora and
fauna. It served as a hunting ground for game lovers. Sri Narsinh
Rath, the first Security Officer, recalls gaming expeditions of the
then ruler of Gangpur. The Raja was fond of hunting and the
Durgapur range provided ideal scope for the endeavor. Since Sri
Rath was a good friend, the Raja took him along as part of his
entourage. Arrangements would be made with the help of local
tribesmen to round up the wild animals from the Hamirpur side.
They would beat their drums loudly to round up the game, and
once the animals came within shooting range, the Raja's party
would target them and make them their prey.
With jungle around, it should go without saying that the people of
the place were mostly tribal. Sri P.K. Mishra, former
Superintendent, Town Services, recalls his many interactions with
these Adivasis as the then serving officer involved in the land
acquisition operations. The tribesmen of the area, as also
elsewhere, led an isolated life. They not only avoided, but were
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even hostile to the outside world. Thus, it should not be surprising
that these people were apprehensive about the developments in
their area. Sri N.R. Srinivasan, author of Rourkela – A Symphony
in Steel, recounts in his yet-to-be-published book: “A curious
incident took place when suddenly on one night, an Adivasi group
descended on the camp, armed with bows and arrows, and
threatened the inmates with dire consequences, if they persisted
with the pursuit of Rourkela! But after a day's siege, the Adivasis
retreated!”
Sri Luis Topo, former Labour Officer, reiterates, “People of the
region were quite apprehensive. The sight of the fuming chimneys
would make them afraid. This was true till the 1970s.” He was a
student of the nearby Hamirpur High School. After completing his
education he was to join the steel plant in 1955. Initially his mother
forbade him to join it and it was only after much persuasion that he
was finally permitted.
The place had little to offer with regard to convenience and
comfort. Although it was by then connected by rail, mail trains still
did not stop there. The nearest halt for the mail trains was at
Kalunga, which was a watering station. Hence travelers to
Rourkela had to alight at Kalunga and travel by road to reach their
destination. Sri N.S. Rao recounts, “There was only a Rourkela
village in 1954. I reported at Sambalpur in June that year as the first
assistant.” In fact, the office at Rourkela came up much later.
Before it was set up at the present location of Sector 5, the office of
the Rourkela Plant functioned from Sambalpur and later from
Panposh. Since the Government of Orissa was an active
collaborator, its Revenue Board Member Sri Sivaraman was
charged with taking the necessary action, and since he was
stationed at Sambalpur, the first office of the Rourkela Steel Plant
(RSP) was also started there. Remarkably, the first managing
director, Sri S.N. Mazumdar, operated from as far away as Delhi.
So did his deputy Sri S. Venguswami and the first financial
advisor, Sri K. Krishna Rao.
An office of the Rourkela Plant was set up later at Panposh, on
October 1st, 1954 at the Bengal Timber Trading Bungalow that is
now the site of the Brahmani Club. Even the office at Panposh had
a paucity of facilities. By this time about two dozen people had
joined the office and camps had to be put up at Panposh in order to
house them. The first houses to be built in Rourkela were the
“Golghar” that has retained its name till today.
Sri S.K. Lahiri, former Assistant General Manager, Fertilizer,
recollects, “It was Holi when I first came here to join in 1957. I had
come from Calcutta by Bombay Mail, which was one of the few
trains that stopped here. Now, of course, there are many more. I
was one of the 120 graduate apprentices to join in the first batch.
We all were provided with accommodation in the hostel.”
A vision being shaped brick by brick
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Meanwhile, a topographical survey of the area had been
completed. Earlier, on February 22nd, 1954, the Government of
Orissa had issued a notification for acquiring land for the
establishment of the steel plant. In accordance with the
notification, the Government of Orissa acquired an area of about
60 square kilometers around Rourkela. However, the technical
experts of the company advised the Government of India to
acquire more land. As a result, a further 30 square kilometers was
acquired out of 31 revenue villages. Later, another 12,000 acres of
land was acquired for the construction of Mandira Dam on the
river Shankh.

Frenzy

Tata Iron and Steel Company (TISCO) had kindly lent its airplane
for the survey operation. Remarkably, TISCO had been using an
airstrip there that served its mining operations, as it held the
mining lease on an area adjacent to the airstrip. The airstrip
continues to serve even today, through RSP rather than TISCO.
The new airstrip can be attributed to Sri Madhab Jena of the
Orissa service. He also constructed the first arterial road from
Panposh to Hamirpur. Sri Jena had come to Rourkela in early 1955
on deputation. His first job was to conduct the survey of the plant
site and furnish data to the IGKD. He remembers the day when he
was at the Kalunga railway station to receive the Chief Engineer
designate, Sri B.R. Malhotra.
He also recalls that Sri R.C. Parija had come on deputation from
Orissa to look after town construction. The preliminary soil
testing at the plant site had been accomplished by the Indian
Bureau of Mines by September 1954, and that paved the way for
the construction of roads and offices, as well as enabling power
and water for the ensuing construction. All this was ready by the
end of 1954.
Production of hot metal commenced at Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP)
with the lighting up of its first blast furnace Parvati by the then
President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, on February 3rd, 1959. By
this time the place was a bustling city. A few residential blocks
had come up in sectors 5, 6, 13 and 18. The population of Rourkela
included a sizable number of Germans, who were there to
supervise and guide the ongoing work. The technical and
financial collaboration extended by West Germany was of
immense significance. However, the German firms also benefited
from this as they got the orders for machinery and equipment
made for the biggest business by the participating firms in the
post-World War II period.
According to Sri S.K. Lahiri, Rourkela had become the largest
German colony outside Germany. In fact, at the beginning of
1954, when the peak of construction activity had been reached,
there were 854 German personnel at Rourkela. Together with
The scenic township
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All the important festivals form an intrinsic part of this calendar
and are celebrated every year. This concept has resulted in
making Rourkela a center of cultural excellence and giving it
pride of place on the nation's cultural map.

their wives and children, these German engineers initially
populated Sector 6 and later Sector 18 as well. Sri Lahiri puts their
number at around 5,000. According to him, Germans were great
designers and had more sophisticated machinery to offer than
the Russians who were involved in the Bhilai project. The
German machinery and equipment had to be handled with great
care and precision. The Germans also brought with them a sense
of discipline in the overall work culture.

The concept of the cultural calendar and its effective
implementation has evoked an unprecedented response from
Rourkelites. For the old, such celebrations create nostalgia; for
the young, they offer a glimpse of the glorious montage that is
India, and for each and every one, they create a sense of identity
with their roots. By creating a collage of cultures, a harmony of
heritage and a tapestry of traditions, RSP has succeeded in
ushering in a cultural renaissance.

Sri Ramesh Chandra Pant reiterates that the Germans are second
only to the Japanese with respect to their work ethic. Since they
do not have vast lands as in Russia, their projects, too, are scaled
accordingly. Thus, their plants and machinery are not robust, but
sophisticated. Sri Pant was one of the first batch of engineers to be
selected by the Union Public Service Commission. He had come
to Rourkela in 1956 and had seen the place grow from a tiny
village to a township that now spreads over an area of about 8000
acres.
Rourkela Steel Township is divided into 22 sectors, of which only
19 are inhabited. These sectors are located along a circular drive
known as the Ring Road. This 100-foot-wide road, going around
the city, has a circumference of 18 kilometers. In all, the steel plant
maintains about 25,000 residential quarters and about 340
kilometers of surfaced roads. In addition, there are a number of
social homes, guest houses and community centers to cater to the
various needs of the steel men. As many as 25 market complexes
and shopping centers have been set up in various parts of the
Steel City. These are also maintained by RSP.
Apart from crossing new milestones on the production and
productivity front, RSP has been making fresh endeavors
towards enhancing aesthetics, improving civic facilities and
providing avenues for physical as well as intellectual stimulation
to Rourkelites. With its well-maintained wide roads, lush green
avenue plantations and flowering shrubs interspersed with
beautiful monuments and the sight of the verdant Durgapur
range with the huge blast furnaces dotting the skyline, the Steel
City presents a perfect picture of the synergy between
environment and industry.
Ms. N. Patnaik, former General Manager – HR, proudly calls it
the “Queen City among all Steel Cities”. Sri Lahiri states, “In
earlier days people from Rourkela had to go to faraway places
like Darjing, Blue Stone or the Mandira Dam for a picnic. Now
there are a number of beauty spots within the Steel City, where
people from other places come for entertainment.”
The Indira Gandhi Park, spread over a sprawling 50 acres of land,
showcases nature in all its glory and grandeur. With its
spectacular scenery, beautiful flora, exotic fauna, sprawling
lawns and gurgling fountains, the park looks straight out of a
picture postcard. It is one of the best-maintained parks in the
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The cultural diversity of the Steel City comes into focus as all the
major festivals of India are celebrated here with fervor and gaiety.
The Steel City of Rourkela gets into the mood of excitement and
exuberance during the Dussehra festival with the erection of
exquisitely decorated and brightly illuminated puja pandals in
every nook and corner, and the large pandal-hopping crowds
thronging the vicinity to pay their obeisance.

A view of Indira Gandhi Park
state. It boasts a zoo that accommodates more than 200 inmates of
28 species, comprising mammals, birds and reptiles. Monitored by
the Central Zoo Authority, the Indira Gandhi Park Zoo lures
visitors from far and wide with its varied fauna and sylvan
surroundings. Significantly, Indira Gandhi Park Zoo is one of the
biggest integrated zoos of Odisha – second only to the one at
Nandan Kannan. The crowning glory of the park is its Rose Garden.
The four patches of land exclusively marked for the roses contain
about 4,000 rose bushes of 150 varieties. The Annual Horticulture
Show organized in the park every year evokes an enthusiastic
response from nature-loving Rourkelites year after year. It has a
musical fountain, boating facility and a toy train, all of which make
it a perfect amusement park. An Observation Tower, a Doll's
Museum, the “Ten Million Ton Monument” are some other
important features of the park that make it an ideal destination for
relaxation as well as recreation. Apart from this, other beauty spots
of the Steel City include Jubilee Park, which contains a deer park,
and a host of other small parks and fitness trails.
Apart from contributing significantly towards bringing economic
and social change, RSP has ushered in a cosmopolitan culture in the
region. The multi-hued cultural canvas of the Steel City offers an
eloquent testimony to the plant's efforts at preserving, nurturing

and nourishing tradition, culture and heritage.
The magnificent centrally air conditioned Civic Center of RSP, with
a seating capacity of about 500, has remained a hub of cultural
activities in Rourkela. The imposing Bhanja Cultural Complex
maintained by the Bhanja Cultural Trust is another attractive
destination for culture-loving Rourkelites. Established in 1955, the
Bhanja Cultural Trust runs the Bhanja Kala Kendra, where music
and dance are taught to young aspirants. It is also host to the Ved
Vyas Sangeet Nrutyotsav, which has been going on since 1998. The
Trust also runs a library called Adarsh Pathagar.
RSP, too, has an impressive library, named the Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Ispat Library, that could truly be called a bibliophile's
paradise. It is RSP's endeavor to offer its employees a place for
cerebral recreation. The library today boasts 8,000 members and
more than 50,000 books in 12 languages. To create a cultural
renaissance in the region, Rourkela Steel Plant has introduced the
concept of a “cultural calendar”.

The Rath Yatra festival witnesses thousands of enthusiastic
devotees coming out to pay reverence to the lord of the universe.
The devotees lay their hands on the sturdy ropes and drag the
massive chariot structures towards their destination. Rourkela
reverberates with the chanting of slokas, ringing of bells,
blowing of conches and singing of devotional songs, by the
enthused devotees on this occasion. Practising the true spirit of
multiculturalism, Rourkelites celebrate many festivals from
Holi, Diwali to Christmas and Eid with equal fervor.
Come Vishwakarma Puja, the Steel City casts aside its drab and
routine work atmosphere and acquires a festive look and mood.
The Vishwakarma Puja is performed as a symbol of creativity,
ingenuity and industry. In a technology-driven industry like
steel production, this celebration carries special significance. By
putting up artistically and innovatively decorated puja pandals,
the RSP collective every year pays its obeisance to Lord
Vishwakarma, the epitome of creativity.
RSP does not lag behind in sporting activities either. The
magnificent Ispat Stadium with a capacity of 30,000; the
impressive Biju Patnaik Hockey Stadium that can seat 25,000, the
Indoor Stadium with a capacity of 2,000, two swimming pools, a
modified basketball complex, chess hall, boxing ring and several
fields and courts, all offer an eloquent testimony to RSP's efforts
at providing the ideal sporting environment to its stakeholders.
Many eminent sports persons, like Olympian and Arjuna
awardee Michel Kindo and Arjuna awardee Romen Ghosh have
remained on the rolls of the organization, while yet another
Arjuna awardee Minati Mohapatra works here as an Assistant
General Manager.
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Glimpses of the thriving cultural canvas of Rourkela Steel City
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Various monuments at RSP
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Vedvyas on the confluence of rivers Koel, Sankh and Saraswati

Tree planting, solid-waste utilization, hazardous-waste
management, water conservation and training of the employees
with a view to creating awareness are the other core activities that
form an integral part of RSP's proactive environment
management strategy.

It may not be out of place to mention that Michel Kindo has been
the raison d'être for the setting up of the SAIL Hockey Academy.
In 1992, Mr. Arvind Pande, the then SAIL Vice Chairman,
thought of using the experience of this legendary player to shape
young hockey players, and thus the Hockey Academy came into
being. Though its catchment area is Sundargarh, considered the
cradle of Indian Hockey, boys and girls from as far as Jharkhand,
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan come here. The Academy has an
intake of 32, who are all provided with facilities ranging from
education to medical. In 2005 the SAIL Hockey Academy played
its first Nationals and was a runner-up. It has won the Junior
Nationals twice – in 2007 and 2008. To hunt out the talent, RSP
hosts a Rural Hockey Championship annually.

By formulating and implementing a strategy of 3-Rs, namely, Reuse, Recycle and Reduce, with respect to the solid waste
generated in the plant, RSP is now able to achieve the twin
objectives of generating resources and controlling pollution.
After the implementation of the pollution-control schemes in the
various units of the plant, the effluent levels are within the
prescribed norms. More importantly, the quality of the wastewater discharge into the river Brahmani is well within the
allowed limits.

Ms. Minati Mahapatra is another feather in RSP's cap. She is an
inspiration for many girls, who have followed her footsteps to
take up cycling as a sporting event. Interestingly, Ms. Mahapatra
happens to be the first woman to get a job under the sports quota.
She still remembers when she was given an interest-free loan of
Rs. 10,000 by SAIL to buy her first bike that she had ordered from
Tata Nagar.

RSP was the first industry in the state of Orissa to set up a modern
state-of-the-art environment laboratory certified by the Central
and State Pollution Control Boards and accredited with
ISO:14001 certification. It is again the first integrated steel plant
of the country to install and operate two ambient air quality
monitoring stations – one in the plant and the other in the Steel
City. To fight the menace of global warming, the steel plant has
taken up a number of clean development projects. It is again the
first integrated steel plant of the country to register one of its
projects with the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC).

RSP also runs a chess learning center that helps chess enthusiasts
refine their skills. The chess learning center was started with just
30 boys and girls, but today it boasts scores of trainees and
illustrious alumni that include Utkal Ranjan Sahoo, the silver
medal winner in the Asian Youth Chess Championship at
Tehran, and many others.

In the nurturing hands of RSP, nature has found a place to bloom
and blossom. While embarking on a trajectory of growth and
progress, RSP's passionate efforts to preserve, replenish and
enrich precious environmental resources has also increased
manifold. Through sustained forestry work and tree-planting
campaigns, RSP has transformed the region into a verdant
paradise. It also maintains the heritage site of Vedvyas, believed
to be the birth place of Maharshi Ved Vyas, the creator of
immortal epic Mahabharata.

Summer Coaching Camp, a sporting extravaganza, is another
important initiative of RSP. More than 1,100 students from in and
around Rourkela participate every year in this camp held during
the summer vacation, and receive coaching from eminent
coaches in fourteen sports disciplines. Every year, RSP celebrates
the sports people who have brought glory to the Steel City by
winning accolades in prestigious sporting events. Another
important highlight is the celebration of their coaches
simultaneously in the same forum.
A salubrious ambience and a luxurious canopy of green make
Rourkela a nature's paradise. However, if one were to credit this
mainly to the benediction of nature one would be wrong. If today
the Steel City boasts a smoke-free sky and a verdant landscape,
which is a haven for flora and fauna, it is due to the careful
planning and meticulous implementation of an environmental
strategy orchestrated by RSP. The salient features of the strategy
are the monitoring and analysis of pollutants, daily inspection
and constant vigilance on the functioning of the pollutioncontrol equipment, proper maintenance and effective operation
of existing facilities and augmentation of facilities.

Children participating in Tree Plantation Festival of RSP

Rourkela Steel Plant has been providing education, medical and
several other facilities to its employees since its inception. As a
matter of fact, with a view to taking care of the educational needs
of the children of the employees, as well as the children of those
working in state government, central government and other
SAIL units posted at Rourkela, the steel plant set up schools more
than 50 years ago. Today, RSP runs several schools, including 10
vernacular and two English-medium schools. These, of course,
are in addition to the forty-nine non-RSP schools in the steel
township. Every effort has been made by RSP to provide all
amenities for creating a conducive ambience for the benefit of the
children in these schools.
Consistent with its commitment to encouraging education, the
steel plant has also been encouraging other institutions involved
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State of the art facilities at IGH
in imparting education. These public schools, too, have been
provided with infrastructure facilities like buildings, land, water,
electricity and playgrounds, which are essential for running the
institution. All these schools have proved to be very popular
among residents of Rourkela. It is a matter of great satisfaction
that the children of schools run by RSP, as well as those
patronized by the steel plant, have been bringing laurels to the
Steel City by excelling in various fields of endeavor.
Rourkela Steel Plant also stands committed to providing
opportunities for all-round improvement by organizing science
exhibitions, coaching camps for developing skills in various
sports, outdoor and indoor games, and personality development
through various activities that include NCC, Scouts and Guides
in the schools. The celebrations on the occasion of Independence
Day, Republic Day and Children's Day demonstrate the multiple
skills and abilities of the children studying in RSP's schools. This
is a reflection of a larger commitment of the steel plant to build a
Rourkela that will be able to face future challenges successfully.
Thus, besides these schools, there are five general colleges, two
women's colleges and a National Institute of Technology to meet
the higher educational needs of the local population.
Rourkela Steel Plant's concern for a healthy environment is
symbolized by its medical and health services. This concern has
helped RSP to establish the most modern medical and healthcare service facilities in the region. The comprehensive and
multi-disciplinary service covers the employees, their family
members, the supporting population and the inhabitants of
neighboring areas. Ispat General Hospital, a 685-bed hospital run
by RSP for its employees, is a premier medical center in the
eastern region of the country. The hospital has several
sophisticated and state-of-the-art facilities to ensure the best of
care and service to the patients. The Occupational Health
Services center located inside the plant and other health centers
in the township make RSP's health-care network well within
reach of the employees and the supporting population.
Biju Patnaik Hockey Stadium
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To sum up, it has been a constant endeavour of Rourkela Steel
Plant to make the township a better place to live in.
rourkela I Page 109

Vishwakarma Puja in the Steel Plant
RSP’s commitment to nature
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Salem
a tradition of steel
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alem was there even when the Salem Steel Plant was not.
Salem produced steel even when the Steel Authority of India
had not installed its steel works there. Yet, it is SAIL that has
given it such credibility that it is now a brand in its own right. Salem
is synonymous with steel. Even if people do not know where Salem
is, they know what Salem is all about – Salem Steel!
The history of steel making in Salem can be traced to ancient times.
Mention of irumbu and urukku – iron and steel – can be found in
the Tamil scriptures and literature, such as Purananuru,
Ahananuru, Narrinai or Kurunthogai. Tamils were also familiar
with ulai (furnace), turuthi (bellow), kudam (sledge hammer), etc.
In modern times too, a kollan (blacksmith) by the name of
Arunachal Asari was so dexterous in his profession that his
products found their place in the markets of England. His articles
were also displayed at the London Industrial Exhibition held in
1873. One of his artifacts, a set of table knives, reportedly gifted to
Queen Victoria of England, is in the prized collection of the Tower
of London Museum.
Salem has also been the seat of coveted Wootz steel manufacturing
for a long time. Wootz, known as Indian Steel the world over, is a
form of steel that is rich in carbon. Its malleability made it an ideal
material for weapons. The weapons made from Wootz were harder,
sharper, rigid and yet flexible. It is believed that the 30 pounds of
steel lumps gifted to Alexander the Great by the Indian king Puru
was Wootz. This steel from South India was in high demand in Asia
Minor and Europe. It was traded to ancient countries like Persia,
Mesopotamia, Syria, Greece, Rome, Norway and Sweden via
Peshawar.
Wootz became an object of prime research in England, where the
best brains of the British scientific community were engaged in
solving the mystery of Wootz forging. According to Mushet:
“Wootz was more like steel than iron” and “there was more carbon
in it than in the cast steels of England”. J.M. Heath goes a step
further in exclaiming that “the Indian process [of steel making] was
both astonishing and ancient, and there was no evidence to show
that any of the nations of antiquity besides the Hindus were
acquainted with the art of making steel.”

Central Avenue Gate, Mohan Nagar
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The tradition of steel making in the area can be attributed to the
Kanjamalai Hill, meaning “dry and denuded hill”. This hill, about 7
kilometers in length and 3.2 kilometers in breadth, stands about 986
meters above sea level. It enjoys a very significant place in the
history of steel making because of its magnetic iron ore content. The
name is said to be derived from kanju – meaning gold – referring to
the fortunes that people of the area made from the iron ore. The hill
was also known by the name Kantamalai – the magnetic hill.
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In mythological context, the Kanjamalai is referred to as DhananJayanadi Kodumudi, one of the five pieces of the Himalayan peak
Panchanadi Kodumudi that is said to have been thrown off during
the battle between Adishesh and Vayu. The region has long been
an abode of Tamil Siddhars and was known for its medicinal herbs.
One of these herbs was moppu vazhalai, a rare herb supposed to
possess the qualities of arresting the ageing process. A temple
dedicated to Gnanasatdhguru Balamurgan is located on the
highest point of the region. The Kanjamalai Sidheshwar Swami
Temple is located in the north-western foothills. There is also a
modern Siddha Medical College in the region.

decide the location of the plant, and this recommended the
Kanjamalai region as an ideal site for the purpose. The state
government was asked to acquire land, which it did. On
September 16th, 1970, the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi
laid the foundation of the steel plant in 43.38 acres of land at
Azhagusamudram, along the Salem–Tharamangalam Road. The
then Chief Minister of the state, Sri M. Karunanidhi, was also
present at the occasion. This was followed by the inauguration of
the project construction works on June 13th, 1972 by the then
Union Minister for Steel & Mines, Sri Mohan Kumarmangalam.
With this, earth work began at the site.

The call of Kanjamalai must have provoked Josiah M. Heath to quit
his job as a Commercial Resident of the East India Company and
set up an enterprise of his own. Five years after he left his job in
1825, he put up the Porto Novo Iron Works in the foothills of
Kanjamalai. By this time he had conducted several tests on ores
from Kanjamalai and had invented a novel method of making steel
using carburet of manganese. He was aided by Sir Thomas
Munroe, the Governor of Madras Presidency, in his endeavor. Sir
Munroe helped him get a grant from the Court of Directors of the
East India Company, which enabled him to procure machinery
from England. Thus came up the first iron works of Salem in the
organized sector.

Azhagusamudram, as the name suggests, is an ocean of beauty in
itself. In fact, the whole of Salem is a geologist's paradise,
surrounded by hills and the landscape dotted with hillocks. Prior
to the setting up of the steel plant, the place was a green field. The
village here was called Maramangallathupatti and had nine subvillages including Azhagusamudram and Ganpathipallayam. The
place was populated by the Kshtriyas, Chettiyars and the
Vanniyars, who grew paddy, sago and sugarcane for their
livelihood or were engaged in merchandizing. Life here was at
peace with the nature. The inhabitants feared the Naga and kept
Drishtiboma on their doors to ward off evil. Each of these villages
had their gram devata Muniappan, while they worshiped
Kaliamman or the Goddess Kali with zest and fervor.

The steel manufactured there was of a very superior quality and
hence greatly in demand. Thus, it is not at all surprising that when
it came to the construction of the Menai Suspension Bridge across
the Menai Straits in the British Isles, Indian Steel was used for the
purpose. The Britannia Tubular Railway Bridge, too, got the steel
for its construction from Salem. Back in India, the first pier of the
Madras Port was constructed with Porto Novo iron. Even the
entire cutlery industry in Great Britain depended on steel
manufactured at Porto Novo because of its valuable qualities
infinitely superior to the best cast British steel.
After running successfully for about three decades, the iron works
in Salem had to be closed in 1858 due to its “non-viability”.
However, the search for a feasible option for putting up a fullfledged steel plant at Salem continued with Dr. V.S. Dubey and Sri
C. Karunakaran examining the Kanjamalai iron ore deposits. They
submitted their report to the Government in 1937–38. Still, no steel
works could be launched for want of metallurgical coking coal.
About a decade into Independence, the Government of Tamil
Nadu set up an organization called the Neyveli-Salem Steel
Project to explore the possibilities of setting up a steel plant at
Kanjamalai using Neyveli lignite and Kanjamalai ore. Somehow
this too did not take off. Then, on April 17th, 1970, the Parliament
of India resolved to set up three integrated steel plants in South
India. Salem, Vishakhapattapam and Vijaynagar were to be the
sites for these steel plants. A Site Selection Committee was set up to
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The rise of the Salem Steel City is unique in more than one way. It is
the smallest amongst the steel cities of SAIL and it has been
entirely handled by the steel giant. The other steel cities, namely
Rourkela, Bhilai, Durgapur and Bokaro, had already been
established even before SAIL came into being. Although the Salem
Project had been conceptualized some time before the birth of
SAIL, the latter was to shape it after its advent.
Sri V. Subramaniam was appointed the first Chief Executive, the
Managing Director designate, for the proposed steel plant. Soon
after, Salem Steel Limited was incorporated on October 25th, 1972
with its registered office at 16 AVK Nagar, Azhagapuram, Salem.
The registered office was subsequently shifted to SA-150 Railway
West Colony near the Salem Junction. When SAIL was formed as a
holding company on January 24th, 1973, Salem Steel Limited
became its subsidiary. So now the task of setting up the steel plant
and the township fell into the hands of SAIL. M.N. Dastur &
Company was asked to prepare the techno-economic feasibility
study for an integrated steel plant, and the town planning was
entrusted to Auroservice D'Auroville Trust, Pondicherry.
Meanwhile, the state government acquired some more land,
including lands in Yercaud, Kuchikeradu and Poolampatti, and
transferred it to SAIL.
Kailasanathar Temple, Tharamangalam
Since this place was about eight kilometers from the main city, the
issue of transport had to be tackled first. To enable the movement
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of construction material and subsequently for transportation of
raw material and finished products, a railway siding from Salem
Junction was laid by March 1978. A four-lane road was also laid
up to the site on the Salem–Tharamangalam route connecting
with NH7. Remarkably, the Taramangalam Shivan Temple, an
ancient temple dedicated to Lord Shiva in Omalur is one of the
most popular and reverend temples in the vicinity.
Subsequently, an agreement was reached with the Tamil Nadu
Water Supply and Drainage Board for construction of a water
supply system. To meet the water requirements of the plant and
the township a water supply headworks was built at Poolampatti,
down from Mettur Dam on the banks of the Cauvery river.
Interestingly, Cauvery has always been an asset for the steel
industry in the area. When Porto Novo Works was in vogue, the
ore was transported by bullock carts up to Cauvery at
Poolampatti. From the ferry point there, it was transshipped to
the leather-lined coracles and set afloat, and oared down the river
to Veeranam Lake through Khan Saheb's Canal, and to the Porto
Novo Works via the Vellar Canal.
For now, a 27.5-kilometer road and pipeline were laid from
Poolampatti to the Balancing Reservoir of the Project at
Kuchikeradu. The water tank there is located on the hilltop from
where a bird's-eye view of the Steel City can be got. With the
requirement for water taken care of, next in line was electricity.
An agreement was signed between Salem Steel Plant and the
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board for the supply of 10 million units a
year. Simultaneously, HSCL was appointed to undertake the civil
construction and structural engineering works.
By the times these activities were going on, SSL underwent
another institutional change. From being a subsidiary of SAIL, it
became one of its units. It came into effect with the passing of the
Public Sector Iron & Steel Companies (Restructuring) and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act on May 1st, 1978. Two years later,
HSCL commenced the construction of the township according to
the layout provided by the Auroservice D'Auroville Trust.
September 25th, 1981 was a landmark day for the Salem Steel
Plant, when the then Union Minister for Commerce, Steel &
Mines, Sri Pranab Mukherjee, gave the township its identity by
christening it Mohan Nagar, named after the late Mohan
Kumarmangalan, who had played a pivotal role in the formation
of Salem Steel Limited.
Mohan Nagar, the steel township, has a small population of about
5,000 in comparison to a population of 10 lakh in the main Salem
city. All the buildings and parks in the township bear the mark of
SAIL. The layout by Auroville is totally indigenous and is
planned in the shape of a conch with a central ring road going
around the various sectors. This central ring road is intercepted
by semi-circular roads that give it the shape of a conch. Memorial
structures like the “Form in Nature” and “Spiraling Rhythm”,
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Panoramic view of Salem Township
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Form in Nature - a sculpture made of stainless steel
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Water storage tank at Kuchikaradu hill top
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Committee of SSP oversees cultural affairs and is responsible for
the coordination of events in the realm of culture and sports.
Ganesh Chaturthi and Pongal are some of the festivals that are
celebrated here with festivities and zest.

in addition to the Foundation Stone provide the township with
an identity of its own. Remarkably, the main entrance that leads
to the central ring road is on the side of Ganpathipallyam,
making it very auspicious. The layout plan strictly adheres to
Vastu Shastra.

In order to infuse a habit of saving and to lend a helping hand
when in need, the Salem Steel Employees' Cooperative Thrift &
Credit Society Limited was formed on July 27th, 1981. The Salem
Steel Employees' Stores was inaugurated on July 14th, 1982 in the
shopping center. The Sri Vidya Mandir Association of Salem was
selected to start a school in Mohan Nagar, which was
inaugurated on June 10th, 1982. Currently, the school runs classes
from kindergarten to senior secondary level and is equipped
with modern facilities like its own computer lab. It has also got
permission to conduct public examinations for 10th standard
students in its own campus.

Salem Steel Plant has created a variety of facilities and amenities
for its employees and their families in its verdant township. The
township is spread over 801.85 acres of land that houses only 845
residential quarters, including 13 at Poolampatti. These are in
addition to the hostels and the guest house. There is also a
community hall, the Stainless Cultural Center, a hospital and
several parks – the Nehru Centenary Park being the largest.
During the Golden Jubilee Year of production in 2008, three
fountains and a fitness trail were gifted to the residents of the
Steel Township. The Sculpture Fountain is sited at the Stainless
Cultural Center, the Santa Maria Fountain in Children's Park and
the Spiral Fountain in Monet Park. These have all contributed to
the enhancement of quality of life.

Yet another facility was extended to employees when the State
Bank of India opened its SSP Campus Branch counter in the
Administration Building, the erstwhile Project Office, on March
9th, 1979, which was later moved to HRDC in 1983, with another
extension counter in Mohan Nagar the same year. The State Bank
of India moved to its own building in the township in 1992 which
has now installed an ATM and core banking connectivity. The
security of the plant has been entrusted to the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) comprising security and fire service wings.
The Salem Steel Plant Police Station, the CISF and the township's
private security, the Globe Detective Agency, maintain law and
order in the steel plant as well as the township.

The 40-bed main hospital is equipped with a most modern
intensive care unit, a neonatal ICU, labor room, operation
theater, clinical laboratories, blood bank, X-ray, ECG, ultrasound
scanning, centralized oxygen supply and suction system,
automated X-ray processor, etc. Its Casualty section is manned
round the clock with an ambulance on 24-hour duty. An
Occupational Health Services Center is located inside the plant
premises for prevention, diagnosis and treatment of
occupational ailments.

Azhagusamudram, the seat of Salem Steel, and traversed by a
narrow road from Salem Junction on the way to Tharamangalam,
was a sleepy hamlet in the 1970s. The entire length of the road
was dotted on either side by clusters of villages with thatched or
tiled houses. The main vocation was coir rope making. The
villagers had to trek through beaten serpentine pathways to
access the narrow road and then take the only bus that plied from
the Old Bus Stand in the city to Tharamangalam and back. The
farm produce and the coir products had to be transported by
bullock carts or bus to the nearby markets at Tharamangalam,
Salem Junction, Koranguchavadi, Omalur, etc., and the market in
the second Agraharam in Salem town. As the frequency of
service was very unreliable, the villagers had great difficulty
accomplishing anything. And it was really a nightmare to travel
by this route at night.

Mohan Nagar Network (MONET), Salem Steel's own television
receive only (TVRO) system demonstrated its potential for direct
communication when the Chairman of SAIL, Mr. V.
Krishnamurthy, addressed all employees and family members
live on February 27th, 1987, inaugurating the TVRO system.
MONET has been upgraded in stages and now has four satellite
TV-receiving dish antennae. A separate channel is devoted to
company programs.
The Stainless Cultural Center, with its open-air theater, the hub
of Mohan Nagar's socio-cultural activities, was inaugurated on
January 26th, 1983. Besides company-organized cultural and
recreational activities, socio-cultural associations such as the
Muthamil Mandram, Lepakshi, and the Steel Family Club
organize cultural programs and enrich the social life in Mohan
Nagar. The Hill View Stadium serves as a facility for outdoor
sports and as the venue for national celebrations like
Independence Day, Republic Day, Gandhi Jayanti, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar's Birthday and for SAIL Foundation Day.
Several cultural organizations like the Steel Family Club, SS
Ladies Club, Muthamil Mandram, Lepakshi, Stainless Surabhi
and the Bengali Group are also active. The Sports and Cultural
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Muniappan – the village deity

For the villagers, night fell at seven in the evening and no
stranger could ever venture out to reach the villages after that
time. Basic requirements of a society like tea stalls, banking,
shops, drivable roads, educational facilities, etc., were lacking.
Electricity and water supply were mostly out of reach. The
people who worked at the site during construction of the plant
also had a tough time for want of these facilities.
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Naga deities worshipped in villages
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A devotee at the temple
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A medical camp in progress – a CSR initiative

Drinking water facility provided in peripheral village under CSR
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A school building provided under CSR initiative

Women empowerment – a CSR effort
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Now the entire skyline of the peripheral areas has changed, giving
a completely new look of prosperity. Most of the thatched houses
have been replaced by concrete ones; a network of bitumen-topped
roads inter-linking the villages and connecting the major routes has
been laid and several colonies have sprung up. The slow and sleepy
villages have now been transformed into brisk and boisterous
colonies. The source of the phenomenal growth has been the
establishment of Salem Steel Plant. A socially responsive and
responsible organization, it has been playing the role of a catalyst to
this changing skyline and has had a multiplier effect on the
development of the peripheral areas. The infrastructure facilities
like the roads, street lighting, schools and water supply, etc.,
extended by the plant to the nearby villages have helped improve
the socio-economic status of the people of these areas.
Accessibility to the interior villages enabled growth of other
facilities, such as banks, post offices, police stations, shops, a dairy,
hospitals, petrol stations, telephone exchanges, internet centers,
bakeries, community centers, marriage halls, temple and churches,
educational institutions, cable TVs, apart from fostering smallscale industries, shops and establishments. Real estate, building
and construction industries also prosper, taking advantage of the
affluence created in the villages on account of the increased
economic activities. The plant also operates the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
annual scholarship scheme and provides other help to the children
of the poor and underprivileged. In addition to providing
permanent employment for about 1,400, the plant has been a source
of regular livelihood for a large number of casual laborers.
As a concrete gesture of SSP's care for its neighborhood, 150 acres of
land were leased to the Tamil Nadu government for setting up the
Mohan Kumaramanglam Government College on August 31st,
1988. The same year, SSP contributed to the Kamalapuram Airport
at Salem. At the behest of SAIL and SSP, the new ILT 512 Digital
Electronic Exchange, known as Salem Steel Plant
(Azhagusamudram) Exchange, was commissioned by the
Department of Telecommunications, Salem Telecom District, on
October 27th, 1992. These efforts have had a considerable impact in
bolstering many economic activities in the neighborhood,
contributing to the overall development of the areas around the
plant.
Further, the plant has constructed school buildings and provided
furniture, teaching aids, play equipment, etc. as part of its
development activities. It renovated noon meal centers providing
free meals to schoolchildren. Drinking water is provided for
villages by constructing water tanks. To improve health and
hygiene in the surrounding areas, Salem Steel conducts free
medical check-ups, health awareness campaigns on small family
norms, maternal and child-care programs, eye-clinics, etc. It
implements SAIL's AIDS-awareness campaigns, funded by the
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Sports meet for women
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National AIDS Control Organization, in the peripheral villages.
SSP's hospital services are also extended to the general public.
At SSP, environment and safety management has been an utmost
concern. SSP was the first in the SAIL family to achieve zero
discharge of effluents. It achieved this distinction in 1993. The
steel plant initiated a massive forestry drive using the treated
effluent water from the plant and the sewage water from the
township. The existence of a natural water habitat, the
Damayanti Bird Sanctuary, within the plant's premises testifies to
the cleanliness and ecological balance in and around the plant.
Several migratory birds sojourn here. This ecological balance has
been achieved by persistently containing the pollutants within
norms and by enriching the green cover through forestation
efforts. In testimony to its commitment to the environment, the
SSP was awarded the prestigious ISO 14001 certification in 1999.
It has also won several awards at the state, national and
international levels.

Ambedakar statue at Mohan Nagar
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Mohan Nagar Network (MONET)

A glimpse into nature at Ispat Mahila Samaj Garden
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A well laid out street

A view of the Blast Furnace against River Kaveri

Sir M. Visvesvaraya Museum park

Sir M. Visvesvaraya Museum
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Handloom weaver at work
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Planting of paddy saplings by the village women
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