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Future warfare to be led by fighters skilled in technological, informational, and psychological warfare: CDS
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 

A
sserting that it was 
time that defence 
forces should under-
stand both Shastra 

(warfare) and Shaastra (knowl-
edge), Chief of Defence Staff 
General Anil Chauhan said 
the forces are ready for any 
action as the Operation Sin-
door was still ongoing. 

Speaking at the Capstone 
seminar, jointly organised 
by the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
and the Centre for Air Power 
Studies (CAPS), Chauhan 
said the preparedness level 
of the armed forces has to 
be very high, 24x7, 365 days. 

“As I said earlier, there 
are no runners up in war, 
and giving examples of Oper-
ation Sindoor, which still 
continues; our preparedness 
level has to be very high,” he 
said. Stating that a warrior 
today needs to master all 
three levels of warfare - 
tactical, operational and 

strategic in all domains, the 
CDS said: “We are seeing an 
unprecedented pace driven 
by a relentless march of tech-
nology. We now stand at the 
cusp of what I refer to as the 
third revolution in military 
affairs, a term I have coined 
as convergence kind of  
warfare. 

“This form of warfare 

merges kinetic and non-
kinetic means, combining 
elements of first- and sec-
ond-generation warfare with 
the third. It is a converging 
tactical, operational, and 
strategic kind of domain,” 
he said. 

Elaborating on the third 
revolution, the CDS stated 
that it is defined by the fusion 

of tactical, operational, and 
strategic thinking, alongside 
an integration of land, sea, 
air, cyber, space, and cognitive 
warfare. 

“Future combat will be 
dominated by individuals 
proficient not only in tradi-
tional combat roles but also 
in technological, informa-
tional, and psychological 

warfare. Modern warriors 
must become masters of 
multi-domain operations, 
functioning simultaneously 
as tech warriors, info warriors, 
and scholar warriors,” he 
added. 

Speaking about the chang-
ing dynamics of the military 
operations globally, Chauhan 
said it has raised the impor-
tance of info warriors, experts 
trained to craft and counter 
narratives, fight misinfor-
mation, and influence public 
perception in what was 
described as “the invisible 
battlefield of cognition. 

“A scholar warrior is a 
military professional who 
combines intellectual depth. 
It combines skills. This indi-
vidual possesses both strong 
academic knowledge and 
practical military expertise, 
enabling them to analyse 
complex situations, stan-
dardize effectively and adapt 
to diverse challenges in a 
dynamic security environ-
ment,” Chauhan said.

Kargil Vijay Diwas Padyatra to be held in Drass today
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY 

 
‘MY Bharat’ (Mera Yuva 
Bharat), under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, will organise 
Kargil Vijay Diwas Padyatra 
on 26 July in Drass, Kargil to 
mark the 26th anniversary 
of India’s victory in the 1999 
Kargil War. 

Led by Union Minister of 
Youth Affairs & Sports and 
Labour & Employment Man-
sukh Mandaviya, the padyatra 
will also witness the partic-
ipation of Union Minister 
of State for Defence Sanjay 
Seth, alongside over 1,000 
youth, veterans, armed forces 
personnel, families of martyrs, 
and civil society members. 

The padyatra, covering a 
distance of 1.5 kilometres, 
will commence at 7:00 a.m. 
from the grounds of Himabass 
Public High School, Drass, 
and will conclude at the 
grounds of Government  

Higher Secondary School, 
Bhimbet.  

Subsequent to the Pady-
atra, Union Ministers, accom-
panied by 100 youth volun-
teers, will proceed to the 
Kargil War Memorial to lay 
wreaths and offer homage 
to the soldiers who made 
the supreme sacrifice during 
the 1999 Kargil conflict. 

On this occasion, the min-
ister will also facilitate 26 
women bikers of the Shakti 
Udgosh Foundation, who 
will arrive at the War Memorial 
after completing a long-dis-

tance motorbike rally under-
taken as a tribute to the  
martyrs. 

The padyatra will also 
feature a plantation drive 
under the “Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam” campaign, under-
scoring the alignment of 
patriotic duty with environ-
mental consciousness and 
a commitment towards sus-
tainable development in a 
Viksit Bharat @2047. 

In the days leading up to 
the padyatra, MY Bharat has 
been actively engaging youth 
and local communities in 
the region through activities 
including essay writing, paint-
ing, elocution competitions, 
and Yuva Samvads (youth 
dialogues). These pre-event 
activities aim to cultivate 
civic awareness, celebrate 
stories of valour, and strength-
en emotional connect with 
the armed forces.  

Through these platforms, 
the Amrit Peedhi and nation-
builders of tomorrow are 

No runners-up in war; CDS calls 
for 24x7 combat readiness

Prez Murmu completes three years in office
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY 

 
President Droupadi Murmu 
completed three years in 
office on Friday. 

On this occasion, the Pres-
ident participated in various 
important initiatives under-
taken in Rashtrapati Bhavan 
and the President’s Estates, 
which include: 

n  Declaration of Divyang-
jan-friendly President’s Estate. 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Amrit 
Udyan and Rashtrapati Bha-
van Museum became 
divyangjan-friendly premises 
after implementing the 50-
point recommendation by 
the Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay 
National Institute for Persons 
with Physical Disabilities. 

n Launch of Rashtrapati 
Bhavan websites in 22 Indian 
languages. Official websites 
of Rashtrapati Bhavan - 
https://www.rashtrapatib-
havan.gov.in/  and 
https://www.presidentofind-

ia.gov.in/ – now available in 
22 Indian languages. 

n Inauguration of various 
facilities for visitors and res-
idents of the President’s 
Estates, such as the Visitor 
Facilitation Centre at Rash-
trapati Bhavan, Nilayam 
Nikunj at Rashtrapati 
Nilayam, Hyderabad, Cafe-
teria, Souvenir Shop and 
Reception at Rashtrapati 

Niwas, Mashobra and a ren-
ovated Gym at the President’s 
Estate; 

n Launch of E-Upahaar 
season 2 to auction over 250 
items. All proceeds from the 
auction will be donated to 
initiatives supporting the 
welfare of children; 

n Launch of e-book – com-
pilation of glimpses of the 
past one year of the Presi-

dency; 
n Commencement of ini-

tiatives to make Rashtrapati 
Bhavan Net Zero by March 
2027. 

In her short remarks on 
the occasion of the launch 
of various initiatives, she 
said it is a matter of satisfaction 
that in the past three years, 
many decisions were taken 
and works were done which 
increased the engagement 
of citizens with Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. 

“It is always our endeavour 
to effectively connect all sec-
tions of society, especially 
the underprivileged and back-
ward classes, with the coun-
try's development journey,” 
she added. 

The President expressed 
happiness over the fact that 
Rashtrapati Bhavan became 
more accessible for divyang-
jan. She expressed confidence 
that various new initiatives 
will take place in the coming 
days. 

Bihar CM lashes out at Opposition 
legislators for �irrational behaviour�

Ajmer teacher 
loses `12.80 lakh 
in cyber fraud, 
accused arrested

JAIPUR, 25 JULY  
 

A woman teacher was duped 
out of Rs 12.80 lakh by cyber-
criminals in Rajasthan's Ajmer 
district. 

The Ajmer Police have 
arrested one accused in con-
nection with the case from 
Jaipur. 

The victim, Gargi Das, an 
English teacher at the pres-
tigious Mayo College Girls 
School, received a phone call 
on 25 August, 2024, from a 
person claiming to be a Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) officer. 

The caller threatened to 
disconnect her mobile num-
ber. Shortly afterwards, she 
received a WhatsApp video 
call from another individual 
posing as an officer of the 
Mumbai Crime Branch. 

He falsely claimed that 
an FIR for money laundering 
had been filed against her in 
Canada. The fraudsters intim-
idated her by sharing forged 
legal documents and instruct-
ed her to maintain silence. 

Under pressure and fear 
of arrest, the cybercriminals 
coerced her into transferring 
Rs 12.80 lakh in four separate 
transactions. 

Ajmer Circle Officer Hanu-
man Singh informed that an 
FIR was registered on 26 Sep-
tember, 2024. 

During the probe, it was 
found that a portion of the 
defrauded money was trans-
ferred to a bank account 
belonging to Junja Ram alias 
Jeetu (23), a resident of 
Barmer. 

The accused had rented 
out his account to cyber 
thugs for Rs 10,000, unaware 
of the scale of the crime. 

Police said around Rs 1 
lakh of the cheated amount 
was transferred to this account 
and later withdrawn via 
cheque. AGENCIES  

SC extends stay on summons to Rahul 
Gandhi for remarks on Savarkar case

PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
extended the interim stay on 
the summons issued to Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi by a Luc-
know Magistrate court over his 
controversial remarks against 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
made during the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra undertaken by him in 
2022. 

A bench comprising Justice 
Dipankar Datta and Justice 
Augustine George Masih 
adjourned the matter for four 
weeks, allowing the complainant, 
advocate Nripendra Pandey, to 
file his reply. Gandhi has also 
been permitted to file a rejoinder 
within two weeks thereafter. 
The Uttar Pradesh government 
has already submitted its affidavit 
supporting the trial court’s deci-
sion, stating that the summoning 
order was passed after a thorough 

re-examination of the case file, 
witness statements, and the 
investigation report. 

The affidavit claimed that 
these materials supported the 
allegations against Gandhi and 
demonstrated that the Magistrate 
had “properly applied judicial 
mind” to the facts and evidence, 
thus finding a prima facie case 
under Sections 153A and 505 
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
The State government further 
alleged that Gandhi's remarks 
reflected a “deliberate spreading 
of hatred through pre-planned 
actions,” and urged the top 
court to dismiss his appeal. It 

defended the Allahabad High 
Court's earlier refusal to quash 
the summons as legally sound 
and justified, asserting that no 
interference was warranted by 
the Supreme Court. The sum-
mons stemmed from a complaint 
filed by advocate Nripendra 
Pandey, who alleged that Gandhi, 
with an intent to incite social 
discord, had called Savarkar a 
“servant of the British” and 
accused him of accepting a 
pension from the colonial mas-
ters. The remarks were allegedly 
made during a press interaction 
in 2022 as part of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. 

On 25 April 2025, the Supreme 
Court had stayed the trial court's 
summons but cautioned Gandhi 
against making any further 
derogatory statements about 
‘freedom fighter’. The bench 
had warned that any repeat of 
such conduct could lead to 
serious consequences. 

IMRAN MOJIB 
PATNA, 25 JULY 

 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar lashed out at opposition 
legislators for their ‘irrational 
behaviour’ throughout the 
Monsoon Session of the Bihar 
Assembly that concluded on 
Friday without any meaningful 
discussion. 

He also criticised the oppo-
sition MLAs and MLCs for 
coming to the House wearing 
black clothes. Expressing his 
disappointment, the chief min-
ister said that the opposition 
had never previously come 
together wearing black attire. 

He added: “They have been 
wearing black clothes contin-
uously throughout this session. 
This has never happened 
before. Earlier, there used to 

be disruption for just a day or 
two.” Amid sloganeering of 
opposition members, the Chief 
Minister said: “From the Assem-
bly to the Council, they are 
behaving irrationally. When 
they should be listening, they 
don’t. Some aren’t listening 
at all.” The five-day Monsoon 
Session — the last of the 17th 
Bihar Assembly — was marked 
by chaos, uproar, and heated 
verbal exchanges between 
members of the ruling NDA 
and the Opposition parties. 

The next Assembly session 
is expected to be held in Novem-
ber, after a new Assembly is 
constituted following elections 
scheduled for October–Novem-
ber. 

The Bihar Legislative Council 
was also adjourned sine die 
after a brief Monsoon Ses-

sion. 
Although both Houses saw 

minimal legislative business 
during the session, the gov-
ernment succeeded in passing 
the first supplementary budget 
for the financial year 2025–
26, along with 13 bills — includ-
ing the Jan Nayak Karpoori 
Thakur Skill University Bill, 
2025 — through voice vote. 
The proposed university aims 
to provide a new direction for 
youth skill development in the 
state. 

On the issue of voter list 
revision, opposition MLAs 
once again protested in the 
Assembly portico. Most oppo-
sition members were dressed 
in black clothes. They blocked 
the main gate of the Assembly, 
forcing the opening of an alter-
native entrance. 

being sensitised to the ideals 
of service, sacrifice and patri-
otism. 

This padyatra is part of 
the wider Viksit Bharat Pady-
atras initiative, which aims 
to foster national pride, 
deepen civic engagement, 
and strengthen the spirit of 
unity among the youth 
through commemorative 
and participatory pro-
grammes across the coun-
try. 

In line with the govern-
ment's vision of Jan Bhagidari 
in Rashtranirman, this ini-
tiative brings together every 
stakeholder from youth to 
veterans in a shared act of 
national remembrance, rein-
forcing the role of citizens, 
especially the Amrit Peedhi, 
in nation-building.
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Future warfare to be led by fighters skilled in technological, informational, and psychological warfare: CDS
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 

A
sserting that it was 
time that defence 
forces should under-
stand both Shastra 

(warfare) and Shaastra (knowl-
edge), Chief of Defence Staff 
General Anil Chauhan said 
the forces are ready for any 
action as the Operation Sin-
door was still ongoing. 

Speaking at the Capstone 
seminar, jointly organised 
by the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
and the Centre for Air Power 
Studies (CAPS), Chauhan 
said the preparedness level 
of the armed forces has to 
be very high, 24x7, 365 days. 

“As I said earlier, there 
are no runners up in war, 
and giving examples of Oper-
ation Sindoor, which still 
continues; our preparedness 
level has to be very high,” he 
said. Stating that a warrior 
today needs to master all 
three levels of warfare - 
tactical, operational and 

strategic in all domains, the 
CDS said: “We are seeing an 
unprecedented pace driven 
by a relentless march of tech-
nology. We now stand at the 
cusp of what I refer to as the 
third revolution in military 
affairs, a term I have coined 
as convergence kind of  
warfare. 

“This form of warfare 

merges kinetic and non-
kinetic means, combining 
elements of first- and sec-
ond-generation warfare with 
the third. It is a converging 
tactical, operational, and 
strategic kind of domain,” 
he said. 

Elaborating on the third 
revolution, the CDS stated 
that it is defined by the fusion 

of tactical, operational, and 
strategic thinking, alongside 
an integration of land, sea, 
air, cyber, space, and cognitive 
warfare. 

“Future combat will be 
dominated by individuals 
proficient not only in tradi-
tional combat roles but also 
in technological, informa-
tional, and psychological 

warfare. Modern warriors 
must become masters of 
multi-domain operations, 
functioning simultaneously 
as tech warriors, info warriors, 
and scholar warriors,” he 
added. 

Speaking about the chang-
ing dynamics of the military 
operations globally, Chauhan 
said it has raised the impor-
tance of info warriors, experts 
trained to craft and counter 
narratives, fight misinfor-
mation, and influence public 
perception in what was 
described as “the invisible 
battlefield of cognition. 

“A scholar warrior is a 
military professional who 
combines intellectual depth. 
It combines skills. This indi-
vidual possesses both strong 
academic knowledge and 
practical military expertise, 
enabling them to analyse 
complex situations, stan-
dardize effectively and adapt 
to diverse challenges in a 
dynamic security environ-
ment,” Chauhan said.

Kargil Vijay Diwas Padyatra in Drass on Saturday
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY 

 
‘MY Bharat’ (Mera Yuva 
Bharat), under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, will organise Kargil 
Vijay Diwas Padyatra on 26 
July in Drass, Kargil to mark 
the 26th anniversary of India’s 
victory in the 1999 Kargil War. 

Led by Union Minister of 
Youth Affairs & Sports and 
Labour & Employment Man-
sukh Mandaviya, the padyatra 
will also witness the partici-
pation of Union Minister of 
State for Defence Sanjay Seth, 
alongside over 1,000 youth, 
veterans, armed forces per-
sonnel, families of martyrs, 
and civil society members. 

The padyatra, covering a 
distance of 1.5 kilometres, will 
commence at 7:00 a.m. from 
the grounds of Himabass 
Public High School, Drass, 
and will conclude at the 
grounds of Government  
Higher Secondary School, 

Bhimbet.  
Subsequent to the Padyatra, 

Union Ministers, accompanied 
by 100 youth volunteers, will 
proceed to the Kargil War 
Memorial to lay wreaths and 
offer homage to the soldiers 
who made the supreme sac-
rifice during the 1999 Kargil 
conflict. 

On this occasion, the min-
ister will also facilitate 26 
women bikers of the Shakti 
Udgosh Foundation, who will 
arrive at the War Memorial 
after completing a long-distance 
motorbike rally undertaken 
as a tribute to the martyrs. 

The padyatra will also fea-
ture a plantation drive under 
the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” 
campaign, underscoring the 
alignment of patriotic duty 
with environmental conscious-
ness and a commitment 
towards sustainable develop-
ment in a Viksit Bharat @2047. 

In the days leading up to 
the padyatra, MY Bharat has 
been actively engaging youth 
and local communities in the 
region through activities includ-
ing essay writing, painting, 
elocution competitions, and 
Yuva Samvads (youth dia-
logues). These pre-event activ-

ities aim to cultivate civic 
awareness, celebrate stories 
of valour, and strengthen emo-
tional connect with the armed 
forces.  

Through these platforms, 
the Amrit Peedhi and nation-
builders of tomorrow are being 
sensitised to the ideals of 
service, sacrifice and patriot-
ism. 

This padyatra is part of 
the wider Viksit Bharat Pady-
atras initiative, which aims to 
foster national pride, deepen 
civic engagement, and strength-
en the spirit of unity among 
the youth through commem-
orative and participatory pro-
grammes across the country. 

In line with the govern-
ment's vision of Jan Bhagidari 
in Rashtranirman, this initiative 
brings together every stake-
holder from youth to veterans 
in a shared act of national 
remembrance, reinforcing the 
role of citizens, especially the 
Amrit Peedhi, in nation-build-
ing.

No runners-up in war; CDS calls 
for 24x7 combat readiness

Prez Murmu completes three years in office
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY 

 
President Droupadi Murmu 
completed three years in 
office on Friday. 

On this occasion, the Pres-
ident participated in various 
important initiatives under-
taken in Rashtrapati Bhavan 
and the President’s Estates, 
which include: 

�  Declaration of Divyang-
jan-friendly President’s Estate. 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Amrit 
Udyan and Rashtrapati Bha-
van Museum became 
divyangjan-friendly premises 
after implementing the 50-
point recommendation by 
the Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay 
National Institute for Persons 
with Physical Disabilities. 

� Launch of Rashtrapati 

Bhavan websites in 22 Indian 
languages. Official websites 
of Rashtrapati Bhavan - 
https://www.rashtrapatib-
havan.gov.in/  and 
https://www.presidentofind-
ia.gov.in/ – now available in 
22 Indian languages. 

� Inauguration of various 
facilities for visitors and res-
idents of the President’s 
Estates, such as the Visitor 

Facilitation Centre at Rash-
trapati Bhavan, Nilayam 
Nikunj at Rashtrapati 
Nilayam, Hyderabad, Cafe-
teria, Souvenir Shop and 
Reception at Rashtrapati 
Niwas, Mashobra and a ren-
ovated Gym at the President’s 
Estate; 

� Launch of E-Upahaar 
season 2 to auction over 250 
items. All proceeds from the 
auction will be donated to 
initiatives supporting the 
welfare of children; 

� Launch of e-book – com-
pilation of glimpses of the 
past one year of the Presi-
dency; 

� Commencement of ini-
tiatives to make Rashtrapati 
Bhavan Net Zero by March 
2027. 

In her short remarks on 

the occasion of the launch 
of various initiatives, she 
said it is a matter of satis-
faction that in the past three 
years, many decisions were 
taken and works were done 
which increased the engage-
ment of citizens with Rash-
trapati Bhavan. 

“It is always our endeavour 
to effectively connect all sec-
tions of society, especially 
the underprivileged and 
backward classes, with the 
country's development jour-
ney,” she added. 

The President expressed 
happiness over the fact that 
Rashtrapati Bhavan became 
more accessible for divyang-
jan. She expressed confidence 
that various new initiatives 
will take place in the coming 
days. 

Sanjay Raut predicts new cabinet for 
Maha as Sena’s Saamna reveals ‘hitlist’
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
MUMBAI, 25 JULY 

 
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena’s Rajya Sabha MP and 
chief party spokesperson told 
media persons here on Friday 
that Maharashtra is likely to 
get a “new cabinet” soon, 
even as Friday's edition of 
the Sena-run Marathi daily 
Saamna named eight ministers 
in the BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment, who may be 
removed from their posts.  

“There is a chaotic atmos-
phere in the state government. 
Now that the situation has 
gone out of hand, Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis has 
reached Delhi and the Maha-
rashtra state government is 
under the control of Amit 
Shah. A situation has arisen 
and big decisions are going 
to be taken. I have been saying 
that four ministers will exist 

from the cabinet. Now, dis-
cussions are underway in 
Delhi to clean up the cabinet 
and bring in a new cabinet,” 
Sanjay Raut said. 

“For the past few days, 
the burden of corruption in 
the government, anti-farmer 
statements by ministers, 
scams, details about ministers 
running ladies’ bars, and bags 
of money have come to light 
and Fadnavis is unable to 
control things,” Sanjay Raut 
said. 

The Sena MP said on Thurs-
day, a Jharkhand Police team 
came to Maharashtra, arrested 
businessman Amit Salunkhe 
and took him away with them. 
Amit Salunkhe is the director 
of Sumit Facility and the 
alleged mastermind of the 
‘108 ambulance’ scam in the 
state. “This scam is worth Rs 
800 crore. Apart from that, 
Amit Salunkhe is the financial 

backbone of the Shrikant 
Shinde Medical Foundation 
(run by Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde’s son Shrikant 
Shinde). Amit Salunkhe divert-
ed the money from the scam 
to this foundation. Amit 
Salunkhe is close to Shrikant 
Shinde and Eknath Shinde,” 
Sanjay Raut said. 

“This arrest is not simple. 
The government wants to 
find out where the money 
went. The threads of this case 
have reached the Maharashtra 
state cabinet.  It is important 
that a person close to Shrikant 
Shinde has been arrested and 
now this case will be sent to 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED). An investigation will be 
conducted into how much 
money was made, how much 
went to the foundation, how 
much was used in the elections 
and how much money went 
to whom,” Sanjay Raut said. 

Bihar CM lashes out at Opposition  
legislators for ‘irrational behaviour’

SC issues notice 
on contempt 
plea against 
Assam govt
NEW DELHI, 24 JULY  

 
The Supreme Court today 
agreed to hear a contempt 
petition filed against the Chief 
Secretary of Assam and Goal-
para district authorities over 
alleged illegal evictions and 
demolitions carried out in 
violation of the Court’s guide-
lines on demolitions. 

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India B R Gavai 
and Justice K Vinod Chandran
issued notice in the civil con-
tempt petition seeking action 
against the State government
for demolishing houses, 
schools, and shops in Hasila 
Beel village, Goalpara  
district. The petition, filed 
by the village residents, con-
tends that they have been 
residing in the area for the 
past 50-60 years since their 
forefathers settled there. UNI 

SC extends stay on summons to Rahul 
Gandhi in remarks on Savarkar case
PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
extended the interim stay 
on the summons issued to 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
by a Lucknow Magistrate 
court over his controversial 
remarks against Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar made dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
undertaken by him in 2022. 

A bench comprising Justice 
Dipankar Datta and Justice 
Augustine George Masih 
adjourned the matter for four 
weeks, allowing the com-
plainant, advocate Nripendra 
Pandey, to file his reply. 
Gandhi has also been per-
mitted to file a rejoinder 
within two weeks thereafter. 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has already sub-
mitted its affidavit supporting 
the trial court’s decision, 
stating that the summoning 
order was passed after a thor-
ough re-examination of the 
case file, witness statements, 
and the investigation report. 

The affidavit claimed that 
these materials supported 
the allegations against Gandhi 

and demonstrated that the 
Magistrate had “properly 
applied judicial mind” to the 
facts and evidence, thus find-
ing a prima facie case under 
Sections 153A and 505 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

The State government fur-
ther alleged that Gandhi's 
remarks reflected a “deliberate 
spreading of hatred through 
pre-planned actions,” and 
urged the top court to dismiss 
his appeal. It defended the 
Allahabad High Court's earlier 
refusal to quash the summons 
as legally sound and justified, 
asserting that no interference 
was warranted by the 
Supreme Court. 

The summons stemmed 
from a complaint filed by 
advocate Nripendra Pandey, 

who alleged that Gandhi, 
with an intent to incite social 
discord, had called Savarkar 
a “servant of the British” and 
accused him of accepting a 
pension from the colonial 
masters. 

The remarks were allegedly 
made during a press inter-
action in 2022 as part of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. 

On 25 April 2025, the 
Supreme Court had stayed 
the trial court's summons 
but cautioned Gandhi against 
making any further derogatory 
statements about ‘freedom 
fighter’. The bench had 
warned that any repeat of 
such conduct could lead to 
serious consequences. 

Gandhi had approached 
the top court after the Alla-
habad High Court, in its April 
4 order, refused to quash the 
summons issued on 12 
December 2024, by a Lucknow 
court. The High Court had 
remarked that Gandhi had 
an alternate remedy under 
Section 397 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 
which allows a Sessions Court 
to review the records of lower 
courts. 

IMRAN MOJIB 
PATNA, 25 JULY 

 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar lashed out at oppo-
sition legislators for their 
‘irrational behaviour’ through-
out the Monsoon Session of 
the Bihar Assembly that con-
cluded on Friday without 
any meaningful discussion. 

He also criticised the oppo-
sition MLAs and MLCs for 
coming to the House wearing 
black clothes. Expressing his 
disappointment, the chief 
minister said that the oppo-
sition had never previously 
come together wearing black 
attire. 

He added: “They have 
been wearing black clothes 
continuously throughout this 
session. This has never hap-

pened before. Earlier, there 
used to be disruption for just 
a day or two.” 

Amid sloganeering of 
opposition members, the 
Chief Minister said: “From 
the Assembly to the Council, 
they are behaving irrationally. 
When they should be listening, 
they don’t. Some aren’t lis-
tening at all.” 

The five-day Monsoon 
Session — the last of the 17th 
Bihar Assembly — was marked 
by chaos, uproar, and heated 
verbal exchanges between 
members of the ruling NDA 
and the Opposition parties. 

The next Assembly session 
is expected to be held in 
November, after a new Assem-
bly is constituted following 
elections scheduled for Octo-
ber–November. 

The Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil was also adjourned sine 
die after a brief Monsoon 
Session. 

Although both Houses 
saw minimal legislative busi-
ness during the session, the 
government succeeded in 
passing the first supplemen-
tary budget for the financial 
year 2025–26, along with 13 

bills — including the Jan 
Nayak Karpoori Thakur Skill 
University Bill, 2025 — through 
voice vote. The proposed 
university aims to provide a 
new direction for youth skill 
development in the state. 

On the issue of voter list 
revision, opposition MLAs 
once again protested in the 
Assembly portico. Most oppo-
sition members were dressed 
in black clothes. They blocked 
the main gate of the Assembly, 
forcing the opening of an 
alternative entrance. 

JD(U) and BJP legislators 
arrived at the Assembly wear-
ing helmets. They alleged 
that the opposition parties 
wanted to establish lawless-
ness in the House. They came 
wearing helmets to ensure 
their safety. 
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Future warfare to be led by fighters skilled in technological, informational, and psychological warfare: CDS
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 

A
sserting that it was 
time that defence 
forces should under-
stand both Shastra 

(warfare) and Shaastra (knowl-
edge), Chief of Defence Staff 
General Anil Chauhan said 
the forces are ready for any 
action as the Operation Sin-
door was still ongoing. 

Speaking at the Capstone 
seminar, jointly organised 
by the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
and the Centre for Air Power 
Studies (CAPS), Chauhan 
said the preparedness level 
of the armed forces has to 
be very high, 24x7, 365 days. 

“As I said earlier, there 
are no runners up in war, 
and giving examples of Oper-
ation Sindoor, which still 
continues; our preparedness 
level has to be very high,” he 
said. Stating that a warrior 
today needs to master all 
three levels of warfare - 
tactical, operational and 

strategic in all domains, the 
CDS said: “We are seeing an 
unprecedented pace driven 
by a relentless march of tech-
nology. We now stand at the 
cusp of what I refer to as the 
third revolution in military 
affairs, a term I have coined 
as convergence kind of  
warfare. 

“This form of warfare 

merges kinetic and non-
kinetic means, combining 
elements of first- and sec-
ond-generation warfare with 
the third. It is a converging 
tactical, operational, and 
strategic kind of domain,” 
he said. 

Elaborating on the third 
revolution, the CDS stated 
that it is defined by the fusion 

of tactical, operational, and 
strategic thinking, alongside 
an integration of land, sea, 
air, cyber, space, and cognitive 
warfare. 

“Future combat will be 
dominated by individuals 
proficient not only in tradi-
tional combat roles but also 
in technological, informa-
tional, and psychological 

warfare. Modern warriors 
must become masters of 
multi-domain operations, 
functioning simultaneously 
as tech warriors, info warriors, 
and scholar warriors,” he 
added. 

Speaking about the chang-
ing dynamics of the military 
operations globally, Chauhan 
said it has raised the impor-
tance of info warriors, experts 
trained to craft and counter 
narratives, fight misinfor-
mation, and influence public 
perception in what was 
described as “the invisible 
battlefield of cognition. 

“A scholar warrior is a 
military professional who 
combines intellectual depth. 
It combines skills. This indi-
vidual possesses both strong 
academic knowledge and 
practical military expertise, 
enabling them to analyse 
complex situations, stan-
dardize effectively and adapt 
to diverse challenges in a 
dynamic security environ-
ment,” Chauhan said.

No runners-up in war; CDS calls 
for 24x7 combat readiness

SC extends stay on summons to Rahul 
Gandhi in remarks on Savarkar case
PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
extended the interim stay 
on the summons issued to 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
by a Lucknow Magistrate 
court over his controversial 
remarks against Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar made dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
undertaken by him in 2022. 

A bench comprising Justice 
Dipankar Datta and Justice 
Augustine George Masih 
adjourned the matter for four 
weeks, allowing the com-
plainant, advocate Nripendra 
Pandey, to file his reply. 
Gandhi has also been per-
mitted to file a rejoinder 
within two weeks thereafter. 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has already sub-
mitted its affidavit supporting 
the trial court’s decision, 
stating that the summoning 
order was passed after a thor-
ough re-examination of the 
case file, witness statements, 
and the investigation report. 

The affidavit claimed that 
these materials supported 
the allegations against Gandhi 

and demonstrated that the 
Magistrate had “properly 
applied judicial mind” to the 
facts and evidence, thus find-
ing a prima facie case under 
Sections 153A and 505 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

The State government fur-
ther alleged that Gandhi's 
remarks reflected a “deliberate 
spreading of hatred through 
pre-planned actions,” and 
urged the top court to dismiss 
his appeal. It defended the 
Allahabad High Court's earlier 
refusal to quash the summons 
as legally sound and justified, 
asserting that no interference 
was warranted by the 
Supreme Court. 

The summons stemmed 
from a complaint filed by 
advocate Nripendra Pandey, 

who alleged that Gandhi, 
with an intent to incite social 
discord, had called Savarkar 
a “servant of the British” and 
accused him of accepting a 
pension from the colonial 
masters. 

The remarks were allegedly 
made during a press inter-
action in 2022 as part of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. 

On 25 April 2025, the 
Supreme Court had stayed 
the trial court's summons 
but cautioned Gandhi against 
making any further derogatory 
statements about ‘freedom 
fighter’. The bench had 
warned that any repeat of 
such conduct could lead to 
serious consequences. 

Gandhi had approached 
the top court after the Alla-
habad High Court, in its April 
4 order, refused to quash the 
summons issued on 12 
December 2024, by a Lucknow 
court. The High Court had 
remarked that Gandhi had 
an alternate remedy under 
Section 397 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 
which allows a Sessions Court 
to review the records of lower 
courts.
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Future warfare to be led by fighters skilled in technological, informational, and psychological warfare: CDS
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 

A
sserting that it was 
time that defence 
forces should under-
stand both Shastra 

(warfare) and Shaastra (knowl-
edge), Chief of Defence Staff 
General Anil Chauhan said 
the forces are ready for any 
action as the Operation Sin-
door was still ongoing. 

Speaking at the Capstone 
seminar, jointly organised 
by the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
and the Centre for Air Power 
Studies (CAPS), Chauhan 
said the preparedness level 
of the armed forces has to 
be very high, 24x7, 365 days. 

“As I said earlier, there 
are no runners up in war, 
and giving examples of Oper-
ation Sindoor, which still 
continues; our preparedness 
level has to be very high,” he 
said. Stating that a warrior 
today needs to master all 
three levels of warfare - 
tactical, operational and 

strategic in all domains, the 
CDS said: “We are seeing an 
unprecedented pace driven 
by a relentless march of tech-
nology. We now stand at the 
cusp of what I refer to as the 
third revolution in military 
affairs, a term I have coined 
as convergence kind of  
warfare. 

“This form of warfare 

merges kinetic and non-
kinetic means, combining 
elements of first- and sec-
ond-generation warfare with 
the third. It is a converging 
tactical, operational, and 
strategic kind of domain,” 
he said. 

Elaborating on the third 
revolution, the CDS stated 
that it is defined by the fusion 

of tactical, operational, and 
strategic thinking, alongside 
an integration of land, sea, 
air, cyber, space, and cognitive 
warfare. 

“Future combat will be 
dominated by individuals 
proficient not only in tradi-
tional combat roles but also 
in technological, informa-
tional, and psychological 

warfare. Modern warriors 
must become masters of 
multi-domain operations, 
functioning simultaneously 
as tech warriors, info warriors, 
and scholar warriors,” he 
added. 

Speaking about the chang-
ing dynamics of the military 
operations globally, Chauhan 
said it has raised the impor-
tance of info warriors, experts 
trained to craft and counter 
narratives, fight misinfor-
mation, and influence public 
perception in what was 
described as “the invisible 
battlefield of cognition. 

“A scholar warrior is a 
military professional who 
combines intellectual depth. 
It combines skills. This indi-
vidual possesses both strong 
academic knowledge and 
practical military expertise, 
enabling them to analyse 
complex situations, stan-
dardize effectively and adapt 
to diverse challenges in a 
dynamic security environ-
ment,” Chauhan said.

Kargil Vijay Diwas Padyatra in Drass on Saturday
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY 

 
‘MY Bharat’ (Mera Yuva 
Bharat), under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, will organise Kargil 
Vijay Diwas Padyatra on 26 
July in Drass, Kargil to mark 
the 26th anniversary of India’s 
victory in the 1999 Kargil War. 

Led by Union Minister of 
Youth Affairs & Sports and 
Labour & Employment Man-
sukh Mandaviya, the padyatra 
will also witness the partici-
pation of Union Minister of 
State for Defence Sanjay Seth, 
alongside over 1,000 youth, 
veterans, armed forces per-
sonnel, families of martyrs, 
and civil society members. 

The padyatra, covering a 
distance of 1.5 kilometres, will 
commence at 7:00 a.m. from 
the grounds of Himabass 
Public High School, Drass, 
and will conclude at the 
grounds of Government  
Higher Secondary School, 

Bhimbet.  
Subsequent to the Padyatra, 

Union Ministers, accompanied 
by 100 youth volunteers, will 
proceed to the Kargil War 
Memorial to lay wreaths and 
offer homage to the soldiers 
who made the supreme sac-
rifice during the 1999 Kargil 
conflict. 

On this occasion, the min-
ister will also facilitate 26 
women bikers of the Shakti 
Udgosh Foundation, who will 
arrive at the War Memorial 
after completing a long-distance 
motorbike rally undertaken 
as a tribute to the martyrs. 

The padyatra will also fea-
ture a plantation drive under 
the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” 
campaign, underscoring the 
alignment of patriotic duty 
with environmental conscious-
ness and a commitment 
towards sustainable develop-
ment in a Viksit Bharat @2047. 

In the days leading up to 
the padyatra, MY Bharat has 
been actively engaging youth 
and local communities in the 
region through activities includ-
ing essay writing, painting, 
elocution competitions, and 
Yuva Samvads (youth dia-
logues). These pre-event activ-

ities aim to cultivate civic 
awareness, celebrate stories 
of valour, and strengthen emo-
tional connect with the armed 
forces.  

Through these platforms, 
the Amrit Peedhi and nation-
builders of tomorrow are being 
sensitised to the ideals of 
service, sacrifice and patriot-
ism. 

This padyatra is part of 
the wider Viksit Bharat Pady-
atras initiative, which aims to 
foster national pride, deepen 
civic engagement, and strength-
en the spirit of unity among 
the youth through commem-
orative and participatory pro-
grammes across the country. 

In line with the govern-
ment's vision of Jan Bhagidari 
in Rashtranirman, this initiative 
brings together every stake-
holder from youth to veterans 
in a shared act of national 
remembrance, reinforcing the 
role of citizens, especially the 
Amrit Peedhi, in nation-build-
ing.

No runners-up in war; CDS calls 
for 24x7 combat readiness

Prez Murmu completes three years in office
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY 

 
President Droupadi Murmu 
completed three years in 
office on Friday. 

On this occasion, the Pres-
ident participated in various 
important initiatives under-
taken in Rashtrapati Bhavan 
and the President’s Estates, 
which include: 

�  Declaration of Divyang-
jan-friendly President’s Estate. 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Amrit 
Udyan and Rashtrapati Bha-
van Museum became 
divyangjan-friendly premises 
after implementing the 50-
point recommendation by 
the Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay 
National Institute for Persons 
with Physical Disabilities. 

� Launch of Rashtrapati 

Bhavan websites in 22 Indian 
languages. Official websites 
of Rashtrapati Bhavan - 
https://www.rashtrapatib-
havan.gov.in/  and 
https://www.presidentofind-
ia.gov.in/ – now available in 
22 Indian languages. 

� Inauguration of various 
facilities for visitors and res-
idents of the President’s 
Estates, such as the Visitor 

Facilitation Centre at Rash-
trapati Bhavan, Nilayam 
Nikunj at Rashtrapati 
Nilayam, Hyderabad, Cafe-
teria, Souvenir Shop and 
Reception at Rashtrapati 
Niwas, Mashobra and a ren-
ovated Gym at the President’s 
Estate; 

� Launch of E-Upahaar 
season 2 to auction over 250 
items. All proceeds from the 
auction will be donated to 
initiatives supporting the 
welfare of children; 

� Launch of e-book – com-
pilation of glimpses of the 
past one year of the Presi-
dency; 

� Commencement of ini-
tiatives to make Rashtrapati 
Bhavan Net Zero by March 
2027. 

In her short remarks on 

the occasion of the launch 
of various initiatives, she 
said it is a matter of satis-
faction that in the past three 
years, many decisions were 
taken and works were done 
which increased the engage-
ment of citizens with Rash-
trapati Bhavan. 

“It is always our endeavour 
to effectively connect all sec-
tions of society, especially 
the underprivileged and 
backward classes, with the 
country's development jour-
ney,” she added. 

The President expressed 
happiness over the fact that 
Rashtrapati Bhavan became 
more accessible for divyang-
jan. She expressed confidence 
that various new initiatives 
will take place in the coming 
days. 

Sanjay Raut predicts new cabinet for 
Maha as Sena’s Saamna reveals ‘hitlist’
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
MUMBAI, 25 JULY 

 
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena’s Rajya Sabha MP and 
chief party spokesperson told 
media persons here on Friday 
that Maharashtra is likely to 
get a “new cabinet” soon, 
even as Friday's edition of 
the Sena-run Marathi daily 
Saamna named eight ministers 
in the BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment, who may be 
removed from their posts.  

“There is a chaotic atmos-
phere in the state government. 
Now that the situation has 
gone out of hand, Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis has 
reached Delhi and the Maha-
rashtra state government is 
under the control of Amit 
Shah. A situation has arisen 
and big decisions are going 
to be taken. I have been saying 
that four ministers will exist 

from the cabinet. Now, dis-
cussions are underway in 
Delhi to clean up the cabinet 
and bring in a new cabinet,” 
Sanjay Raut said. 

“For the past few days, 
the burden of corruption in 
the government, anti-farmer 
statements by ministers, 
scams, details about ministers 
running ladies’ bars, and bags 
of money have come to light 
and Fadnavis is unable to 
control things,” Sanjay Raut 
said. 

The Sena MP said on Thurs-
day, a Jharkhand Police team 
came to Maharashtra, arrested 
businessman Amit Salunkhe 
and took him away with them. 
Amit Salunkhe is the director 
of Sumit Facility and the 
alleged mastermind of the 
‘108 ambulance’ scam in the 
state. “This scam is worth Rs 
800 crore. Apart from that, 
Amit Salunkhe is the financial 

backbone of the Shrikant 
Shinde Medical Foundation 
(run by Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde’s son Shrikant 
Shinde). Amit Salunkhe divert-
ed the money from the scam 
to this foundation. Amit 
Salunkhe is close to Shrikant 
Shinde and Eknath Shinde,” 
Sanjay Raut said. 

“This arrest is not simple. 
The government wants to 
find out where the money 
went. The threads of this case 
have reached the Maharashtra 
state cabinet.  It is important 
that a person close to Shrikant 
Shinde has been arrested and 
now this case will be sent to 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED). An investigation will be 
conducted into how much 
money was made, how much 
went to the foundation, how 
much was used in the elections 
and how much money went 
to whom,” Sanjay Raut said. 

Bihar CM lashes out at Opposition  
legislators for ‘irrational behaviour’

Ajmer teacher 
loses `12.80 lakh 
in cyber fraud, 
accused arrested

JAIPUR, 25 JULY  
 

A woman teacher was duped 
out of Rs 12.80 lakh by cyber-
criminals in Rajasthan's Ajmer 
district. 

The Ajmer Police have 
arrested one accused in con-
nection with the case from 
Jaipur. 

The victim, Gargi Das, an 
English teacher at the pres-
tigious Mayo College Girls 
School, received a phone call 
on 25 August, 2024, from a 
person claiming to be a Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) officer. 

The caller threatened to 
disconnect her mobile num-
ber. Shortly afterwards, she 
received a WhatsApp video 
call from another individual 
posing as an officer of the 
Mumbai Crime Branch. 

SC extends stay on summons to Rahul 
Gandhi in remarks on Savarkar case
PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 25 JULY  

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
extended the interim stay 
on the summons issued to 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
by a Lucknow Magistrate 
court over his controversial 
remarks against Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar made dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
undertaken by him in 2022. 

A bench comprising Justice 
Dipankar Datta and Justice 
Augustine George Masih 
adjourned the matter for four 
weeks, allowing the com-
plainant, advocate Nripendra 
Pandey, to file his reply. 
Gandhi has also been per-
mitted to file a rejoinder 
within two weeks thereafter. 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has already sub-
mitted its affidavit supporting 
the trial court’s decision, 
stating that the summoning 
order was passed after a thor-
ough re-examination of the 
case file, witness statements, 
and the investigation report. 

The affidavit claimed that 
these materials supported 
the allegations against Gandhi 

and demonstrated that the 
Magistrate had “properly 
applied judicial mind” to the 
facts and evidence, thus find-
ing a prima facie case under 
Sections 153A and 505 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

The State government fur-
ther alleged that Gandhi's 
remarks reflected a “deliberate 
spreading of hatred through 
pre-planned actions,” and 
urged the top court to dismiss 
his appeal. It defended the 
Allahabad High Court's earlier 
refusal to quash the summons 
as legally sound and justified, 
asserting that no interference 
was warranted by the 
Supreme Court. 

The summons stemmed 
from a complaint filed by 
advocate Nripendra Pandey, 

who alleged that Gandhi, 
with an intent to incite social 
discord, had called Savarkar 
a “servant of the British” and 
accused him of accepting a 
pension from the colonial 
masters. 

The remarks were allegedly 
made during a press inter-
action in 2022 as part of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. 

On 25 April 2025, the 
Supreme Court had stayed 
the trial court's summons 
but cautioned Gandhi against 
making any further derogatory 
statements about ‘freedom 
fighter’. The bench had 
warned that any repeat of 
such conduct could lead to 
serious consequences. 

Gandhi had approached 
the top court after the Alla-
habad High Court, in its April 
4 order, refused to quash the 
summons issued on 12 
December 2024, by a Lucknow 
court. The High Court had 
remarked that Gandhi had 
an alternate remedy under 
Section 397 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 
which allows a Sessions Court 
to review the records of lower 
courts. 

IMRAN MOJIB 
PATNA, 25 JULY 

 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar lashed out at oppo-
sition legislators for their 
‘irrational behaviour’ through-
out the Monsoon Session of 
the Bihar Assembly that con-
cluded on Friday without 
any meaningful discussion. 

He also criticised the oppo-
sition MLAs and MLCs for 
coming to the House wearing 
black clothes. Expressing his 
disappointment, the chief 
minister said that the oppo-
sition had never previously 
come together wearing black 
attire. 

He added: “They have 
been wearing black clothes 
continuously throughout this 
session. This has never hap-

pened before. Earlier, there 
used to be disruption for just 
a day or two.” 

Amid sloganeering of 
opposition members, the 
Chief Minister said: “From 
the Assembly to the Council, 
they are behaving irrationally. 
When they should be listening, 
they don’t. Some aren’t lis-
tening at all.” 

The five-day Monsoon 
Session — the last of the 17th 
Bihar Assembly — was marked 
by chaos, uproar, and heated 
verbal exchanges between 
members of the ruling NDA 
and the Opposition parties. 

The next Assembly session 
is expected to be held in 
November, after a new Assem-
bly is constituted following 
elections scheduled for Octo-
ber–November. 

The Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil was also adjourned sine 
die after a brief Monsoon 
Session. 

Although both Houses 
saw minimal legislative busi-
ness during the session, the 
government succeeded in 
passing the first supplemen-
tary budget for the financial 
year 2025–26, along with 13 

bills — including the Jan 
Nayak Karpoori Thakur Skill 
University Bill, 2025 — through 
voice vote. The proposed 
university aims to provide a 
new direction for youth skill 
development in the state. 

On the issue of voter list 
revision, opposition MLAs 
once again protested in the 
Assembly portico. Most oppo-
sition members were dressed 
in black clothes. They blocked 
the main gate of the Assembly, 
forcing the opening of an 
alternative entrance. 

JD(U) and BJP legislators 
arrived at the Assembly wear-
ing helmets. They alleged 
that the opposition parties 
wanted to establish lawless-
ness in the House. They came 
wearing helmets to ensure 
their safety. 






